
WORSHIP AT HOME 19TH JULY 2020 

We’re now able to meet in church for worship but for those of you who prefer 

to wait or if you’re not able to be with us for whatever reason this outline will 

help you have a short time of worship in your home. 

To prepare, choose a place where you can sit comfortably and if you have 

them, gather a few things that will help you create a sacred space – we 

suggest a cross, Bible and candle.  

 

 

 

INTRODUCTON 

It was a joy to be in church last Sunday for the first time in so long. There 

were 46 people there including 8 children. Everyone was careful to observe 

the conditions. As we are not singing or exclaiming, the congregational 

prayers were said quietly and reflectively, which gave the service a meditative 

feel. After the service, it was good to catch up with everyone in the sunshine.  

This Sunday the service will be Holy Communion, with appropriate distancing. 

There are clear rules about praying over the bread and wine and receiving 

communion, which we will be following.  

 The next step is to make decisions about baptism services. Then we’ll be as 

near normal as we’re likely to get for the foreseeable future.  

This week we’re thinking about another parable about seeds. This time 

focusing on a strange dilemma. Good seeds are sown but an enemy sows 

weeds in among the crop. The farmer tells his servants not to try and 

separate them but leave it until the harvest.  

Sometimes we can’t distinguish between what will bear good fruit and what is 

good for nothing, a dead end. Sometimes it’s only at the end that we can 

really see what is of God and what is not. Do you think this is intended as a 

comment on what we do as a church, or as individual Christians?  

‘The grace of doing nothing’, as one commentator put it, could be a godly 

response to situations which are not at all clear. Perhaps we rush to action 

when the outcome could be damaging instead of cleansing. Even more 

perhaps we rush to judgement when we should leave it to God.  

Think on, as the prophet said.  

Revd Jan 



CONFESSION 

Let us take time to reflect on the last week and say sorry to God for the things 

we regret. 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.  

We have not loved you with all our heart.  

We have not loved our neighbour as ourselves.  

In your mercy forgive what we have been,  

help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;  

that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 

you, our God. 

Amen 

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 

sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people 

on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

COLLECT 

Merciful God, 

you have prepared for those who love you 

such good things as pass our understanding: 

pour into our hearts such love toward you 

that we, loving you in all things and above all things, 



may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all that we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

READING Isaiah 44 6-8 

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 

Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before 

me. 

Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is 

yet to be. 

Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

   You are my witnesses! 

Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one. 

This is the word of the Lord- Thanks be to God 

GOSPEL READING 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew Glory to you 

O Lord 

 

 

 

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody 

was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then 

went away.  

So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 

well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did 

you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 

from?”  

He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The 

slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go 

and gather them?”  



But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat 

along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at 

harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in 

bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 

approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’  

He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field 

is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds 

are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; 

the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.  

Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the 

end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out 

of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them 

into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

Let anyone with ears listen! 

This is the gospel of Christ Praise to you O Christ 

REFLECTION 

Today’s gospel reading at first glance is very similar to last week when we 

were told about seed that grew in different parts of the land, on the paths, in 

the weeds, among the rocks and what became of it, but today good seed has 

been sown in good soil but evil doings have choked it with weeds. This of 

course was one of Jesus’ parables, stories that help us and the people of that 

time to understand the messages that he was giving to us. In that time and 

age everyone grew crops to survive and knew the pitfalls and correct ways to 

ensure a good harvest. Jesus’ explanation makes a lot of sense and we can 

relate very easily to it now despite not all of us being adept at gardening or 

indeed growing our own food. 

It’s about bad influences and how we can be led astray or lose our way, 

Jesus says that it is the devil doing his evil work, but not by himself by the 

actions of his followers, that way we don’t notice who is influencing us. 

So what does it tell us today? A time of reflection always helps, in your daily 

prayer perhaps, quiet time or in church, we can look back on what has 

happened and how we dealt with things. We can plan how to resolve 

tensions, undo wrongs we have done or ask for guidance, at the end of the 



day we’re not perfect and God doesn’t expect us to be but it’s amazing how 

we get answers and help when we don’t realise it and in ways we didn’t 

expect. 

It was lovely to be able to do that reflection in church last week, a little 

strange with all our distancing and movement being restricted, but after the 

service we were able to chat at a safe distance outside in the lovely sunshine 

by the altar door. I know some of you are not ready for that yet, but we are 

thinking of you and look forward to seeing you when you are ready. Please 

don’t feel pressured, do what’s best for you and we’ll hope to see you soon, 

hopefully when things have died down. Until then stay safe, keep in touch 

with us and remember we are the good seed and won’t let the weeds 

influence our love and fellowship. 

Jan B. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

 

 

 

During the intercessions, we pray for the church, our country, our 

government, people can use your own prayers to talk to God or if you prefer 

there are some here on today’s theme. 



Blessed are you, Lord our God for you have given us a world full of beauty 

and wonder and have created us in your own image. Yet we have abused the 

world and marred your image. Lord, in your goodness, heal your world and 

restore us. Blessed are you Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 

We give thanks that you have called us to work for you. Through your Spirit 

give us wisdom and love in all our dealings. We ask your blessing upon the 

church where it is working among the oppressed and rejected peoples of our 

world. Give your church courage to stand against evil and work for the good 

of all. We pray for our bishops David and Mark, our vicar Jan and all our team 

clergy and ministry teams. 

Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayers 

We give thanks for the balance and harmony of your creation. We pray for all 

who are working to stop pollution of land, sea and air; all who protect the 

species and the harvests of the world. We ask your blessing upon those who 

seek to care for the rain forests. We pray for all who strive for justice and for 

the social welfare of all people. 

Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer 

We give thanks for our loved ones and our homes and ask you to bless and 

protect us. We remember all who are forced to live in slums and shantytowns 

and those who live on the streets of our cities. We pray for all whose 

relationships have broken down, especially those full of anger or guilt. 

Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer 

We pray for all who have suffered through the wickedness or evil of others. 

We remember victims of crime, violence and abuse. We pray for all whose 

memories are scarred. We ask your blessing on households that have 

suffered because one member has gone astray. We pray for all who are ill 

and in need of your care. (include here names of those known to you that are 

ill) 

Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer 

We give thanks that you are a loving and forgiving God; in you we can be 

healed, restored and renewed. We ask you to bless our loved ones departed, 

that they may know and rejoice in your love. We commit ourselves and all of 

creation to your saving power and love. 

Merciful Father 

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ 

Amen 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord God almighty is our Father  He loves us and tenderly cares for 

us 

The Lord Jesus is our saviour  He has redeemed us and will defend us to 

the end 

The Lord, the Holy Spirit is among us  He will lead us in God’s holy way 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be 

among us and remain with us always. Amen 


