
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A Getting Ready Prayer 

God, as we get ready to be with you, 

Open our ears to listen to you 

(touch your ears) 

Open our minds to help us think about you. 

(put your hands on your head) 

Open our eyes to see you in the world 

around us. 

(point to your eyes) 

Open our hearts to love you more. 

(cross your hands over your chest) 

And open our hands to help each other. 

(open out arms and hands wide) 

Amen. 
 

Time to think… 
 

 Do you remember what a parable is? Well it’s another word for the 

stories Jesus used to help his disciples, and the crowds, understand 

more about God.  

 Parables are not always easy to understand and in today’s reading, Jesus 

tells a tricky parable about a King and his servants to explain 

forgiveness. 

 How many times do you think someone should be forgiven for doing 

something wrong? Once? Twice? Three times?  

 If you could ask Jesus how many times you should forgive someone, 

what do you think he would say?  

 Well, the answer is in Matthew’s gospel... 

 

 



Sunday 13th September 

The Unforgiving Servant 

Tell the story… 

Here are  ways you could do this: 

 Read Matthew 18:21-35 in children’s Bible. 

 Watch the story on… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ED3fzkS-bhA 

 

Talk Together… 
 

 So when Peter asked Jesus, "How many times should I forgive someone 

who sins against me? Should I forgive them seven times?" Peter 

probably thought he was being generous to forgive someone seven times.  

 Guess what? Jesus didn't agree. Jesus answered Peter, "Not seven 

times, but seventy times seven."  

 Wow! Seventy times seven! Are you good at your times tables? 

 I think it’s four hundred and ninety times.  

 I think I would lose count very quickly. How many would you get to 

before you lose count?  

 That’s probably what Jesus was trying to get Peter to understand and 

he wants us to understand it too.  

 We shouldn't worry about keeping count of how many times we have 

forgiven someone - we should just keep on forgiving.  

 The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 13:5 that love keeps no record of wrongs. 

 The Bible also tells us that God is love: “Whoever does not love does not 

know God, because God is love”. (1 John 4:8).  

 So if we love everyone as God wants us to, and keep no record of 

wrongs, then we shouldn’t be keeping a record of the number of times 

we forgive someone, should we?  

 We all make mistakes and we all do things that we should not do. So, 

let's forgive others when they do something to us - at least four 

hundred and ninety times! 

 

Sing Together… (or listen) 
 

 Life Tree Kids – You Forgive Me 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LO-2fm7IKcU 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ED3fzkS-bhA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LO-2fm7IKcU


Make Together…  
 

 Use cardboard, paper, pens, paints, paper plate/bowl, pasta, string, 

foam, magazines, newspapers, lollipop sticks, sticks, wool, toilet roll 

tubes or whatever you have in the house to make… 
 

 Four number 4’s and write the words GIVE, GET, EVER, JESUS. Then 

string them together… 

 

    
 

 Make a forgiveness crown… 

 
 

 Or complete the Roots worship worksheet for this week. 

 

 
 

Build Together… 
 

 Using Lego or other building blocks – build the different scenes to 

recreate and retell the story.  
 

      
 



Remember together… (memory verse) 

 

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.”  

Matthew 18:35 

 

Pray Together… 

Dear Father,  

We are thankful that you love us and forgive us without keeping count.  

Help us to love and forgive others as you have forgiven us.  

In Jesus' name,  

Amen 

 

Don’t forget… 

 Whatever you create share it on our churches FB pages; tag us in so 

everyone can see. Turton Moorland Team Page @TMOTP (FB) 

 For more activities and links go to our Turton Moorland Team website – 

Children’s Resources - https://turtonmoorlandteam.co.uk/turton-youth-

church/#childrens-resources 
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