
 

St Maxentius Church – Worship at Home  

TRINITY 13 – SUNDAY 6th SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
We’re now able to meet in church for worship but for those of you who prefer to wait 
or if you’re not able to be with us for whatever reason this outline will help you have 
a short time of worship in your home. 
To prepare, choose a place where you can sit comfortably and if you have them, 
gather a few things that will help you create a sacred space – we suggest a cross, 
Bible and candle.  

 
 
 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Our children go back to school this week, and it will be a very different experience 
from before. They’ll be keeping within their own small groups and getting into the 
habit of washing their hands at regular intervals. I wonder what other lessons they’ll 
be learning as they go?  
 
There is a lot of thought among educational professionals about the impact the 
pandemic is having on children. The new arrangements could contribute to pupil 
anxiety with their potentially not being in the same friendship groups, not having 
their own teacher, not being able to move around or play as before. Even our three-
year-old grandson knows that getting too close risks coronavirus infection. The 
adults in the school will do much to calm their fears, through for them too anxiety will 
play a part, especially as cases seem to be on the rise again in Bolton.  
 
As our Wednesday service, starts and we make our own contribution to the spiritual 
well-being of children let’s keep teachers, school staff and children in our prayers, 
that they may meet the new circumstances in hope and trust.  
 

CONFESSION 
Jesus said: Before you offer your gift, go and be reconciled. 

As brothers and sisters in God’s family, we come together to ask our Father for 
forgiveness: 

Father, we have sinned against heaven and against you. 

We are not worthy to be called your children. 

We turn to you again. 

Have mercy on us, 

bring us back to yourself  

as those who once were dead 

but now have life through Christ our Lord. Amen 



 
 

May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on 
earth.  
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ only Son of the Father,  
Lord God Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father : receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One , you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

COLLECT 
Almighty God, you search us and know us: 

may we rely on you in strength and rest on you in weakness, 

now and in all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING : Ezekiel 33.7-11 
So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a 

word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.  

If I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked ones, you shall surely die’, and you do not speak to 
warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but 

their blood I will require at your hand.  

But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their 

ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.  

 

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel,  

Thus you have said: ‘Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us,  
and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?’ 
 

Say to them, As I live, says the Lord God,  

I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked,  

but that the wicked turn from their ways and live;  

turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, 

O house of Israel?  

This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God 



 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 13.8-14 

If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we 

live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.  
For to this end Christ died and lived again 

so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.  

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister?  

Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?  

For we will all stand before the judgement seat of God.  

For it is written, 

‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall give praise to God.’  
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.  

Let us therefore no longer pass judgement on one another,  

but resolve instead never to put a stumbling-block or hindrance in the way of 

another.  

I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself;  

but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean.  

This is the Word of the Lord – Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL READING 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord according to Matthew – Glory to you O Lord 

‘If another member of the church sins against you,  
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone.  

If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.  

But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  

If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church;  

and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church,  
let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector.  
Truly, I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  



 
 

Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven.  

For where two or three are gathered in my name,  

I am there among them.’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord –  

Praise to you O Christ 

REFLECTION 

There’s a judgement theme in all of today’s readings.  

Ezekiel was a prophet who lived in the 7th century before Christ whose prophecies 
were collected in the Book of Ezekiel. Like many of the prophets his message was 
deeply unpopular. He had vivid visions and he acted out his message, that the city 
of Jerusalem would fall to enemy invaders. He links this coming disaster to the 
people falling away from God’s will for them, from his worship and his Law.  

His role, like all the prophets is as a watchman, a sentinel, looking out for danger 
and issuing a warning. If they heed his warning then they will not be punished, will 
not die.  

And he tells them that God doesn’t want to see them die; he wants them to turn 
back to the way of life and live. But he needs them to know that they will be judged. 
That’s Ezekiel’s job; to tell them. He’s not the judge – God is, but he has to pass the 
message on. 

The passage from Romans picks up some of the same themes. We will all stand 
before God in the judgement seat; we will all be judged. We have no right to judge 
our sisters and brothers because we too will be judged. If we persist in calling each 
other, turning our noses up at some folk, sending hate texts or tweets, vilifying and 
harassing others – then that will surely count against us when we come to the final 
judgement. We are to do all we can to help others along the way and not put 
‘stumbling blocks or hindrances’ in their way. And it’s the same message as Ezekiel: 
God is the judge, not us. 

Finally our gospel reading. This is about how to deal with tricky issues in the 
community of faith. There’s a stepped approach – a bit like a mediation process 
these days. Start by talking yourself to the person you feel has offended, then with 
witnesses, then with the whole community.  

In some ways it seems to go against what the other two readings are saying. This 
passage assumes that within the community, the church, we should be alert to 
people who go against the rules and we should do something about it. Sometimes 
things have happened in churches that bring the whole faith into disrepute, so action 



 
 

does have to be taken. But mostly the Church has been very swift to condemn and 
exclude rather than attempt to understand and support.  

It doesn’t mean we can let anything go; we’re all ambassadors for Christ so our own 
behaviour will speak volumes about how seriously we take our faith. But sometimes 
we rush to judgement when we perhaps don’t know enough about it.  

 Most of us do try to be kind and helpful. We’d rather try to understand people than 
condemn them.  I think we fall into ‘them and us’ thinking when things get tough. We 
seem to need to find scapegoats, someone to blame, when things don’t go well.   

The internet and social media is full of it, and then it gets into the mainstream media. 
The papers we read, the news programmes we watch or listen to are infected by the 
spread of panic and alarm, a sense that somewhere ‘out there’ are hordes massing 
to attack out way of life, our values, our livelihoods. And some of this is deliberately 
encouraged because there are votes or money or influence in it for someone.  

Next time you read or hear something like that just stop a moment and remember 
our readings for today.  They may be saying to us: don’t be so ready to judge those 
you don’t know; don’t make the church a narrow minded clique; remember you too 
are fallible and will be judged and sometimes you too will need to be a watchman for 
the Lord.  

Good luck! 

Revd Jan 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
During the intercessions, we pray for the church, our country, our government, 
people in difficulty and the deceased. You can use your own prayers or if you prefer 
here are some on today’s theme. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For David and Mark our bishops, for the clergy of Turton Moorland Team, for all 

those who lead worship and all those who pray, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have 

mercy. 

Pray for the churches in the Team especially as they consider how to include 

children and families; for our Wednesday service and those who will come; for 

families bringing children to baptism that they may be encouraged to explore faith 

further. 

For Elizabeth our Queen, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, for 

those who make decisions for where we live, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have 

mercy. 

 Pray for national governments especially where the risk is not diminishing and the 

poorest are most affected; for the search for a vaccine that has been tested fully; for 

good relations between countries that lead to co-operation not conflict.  

For this community, for every city, town and village, and for all the people who live 

within them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

Pray for your street, for neighbours especially those at risk and those who ignore the 

risk; for our local authority and those who make decisions for where we live; for all 

who support our lives at risk to themselves.  

For those who travel by land, air, or water, especially those returning from holiday; 

for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

Pray for those ill in hospital or at home; for those waiting for operations and 

procedures and those recovering from surgery; for anyone you know who needs our 

prayers today for their safety, health and salvation. 

For our deliverance from all affliction, strife and need, and for the absolution of our 

sins and offences, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 



 
 

Remembering all who have gone before us in faith, and in communion with St 

Maxentius all the saints, 

we commit ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ our God; 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread,  
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
now and forever.  Amen 
 

THE BLESSING 

 

 


