
St Maxentius Church – Worship at Home  

TRINITY 14 - SUNDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 

We’re now able to meet in church for worship but for those of you who prefer to wait 

or if you’re not able to be with us for whatever reason this outline will help you have 

a short time of worship in your home. 

To prepare, choose a place where you can sit comfortably and if you have them, 

gather a few things that will help you create a sacred space – we suggest a cross, 

Bible and candle.  

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

With restrictions, re-introduced life has become complicated again. Just as we had 

got used to seeing friends and family – albeit safely – we’re back to the drawing 

board again. It still doesn’t quite make sense to restrict our private lives when pubs 

and restaurants, offices and shops are still open and desperate for business. Putting 

people back together again is why the rate of infection is rising.  

We could get ourselves in a bit of a paddy about this, particularly those who are 

ignoring all the restrictions. I get annoyed when I see people refusing to wear masks 

in the garage at Morrisons!  

It’s good that public worship isn’t subject to the no-more-than-6-people rule. So we 

can carry on with both our Sunday and Wednesday worship, and with baptisms. 

We’re being really systematic about keeping the rules – even if we need reminding 

about keeping the distance at the end of services! 

But whatever happens we have a firm message this week from the readings. It’s not 

our job to judge. God is the judge and he will. We are to be open and welcoming to 

all even when we really disapprove of them, perhaps particularly when we 

disapprove of them. .  

Forgiveness is the watchword.  

Please pray for the souls of Joan Elwers, Peter Smith and Joyce Read whose 

funerals are this week. Rest eternal grant unto them.  

Revd Jan 

 



 

CONFESSION  

Let us say sorry to God for all the things we have done wrong  

or the things we have not done.  

You can use the prayer below or use your own prayer. 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and 

deed.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart.  

We have not loved our neighbour as ourselves. 

In your mercy, forgive what we have been,  

help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;  

that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, bring us his 

pardon and peace, now and forever. Amen.  

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest and peace 

to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty 

God and Father.  

We worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ only son of the Father Lord God Lamb of God,  

you take away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

THE COLLECT 

Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way into your 

presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship you in spirit and in truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING 

GENEISIS 50, 15 -21  

Realising that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers 

said, ‘What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us 

and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 

him?’  

So they approached Joseph, saying, ‘Your father gave 

this instruction before he died, “Say to Joseph: I beg 

you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now 

therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.’  

Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  

Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, ‘We are here as your 

slaves.’  

But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid!  

Am I in the place of God?  

Even though you intended to do harm to me,  

God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 

today.  

So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.’  

In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 

ROMANS 14, 1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over 

opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.  

Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 

not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed them.  

Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their own lord 

that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them 

stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 

alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, 

observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since 

they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and 

give thanks to God. 



We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the 

Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, 

we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be 

Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or 

sister? 

Or you, why do you despise your brother or 

sister?           

For we will all stand before the judgement seat of 

God.  

For it is written, 

‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ 

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God  

GOSPEL READING 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord according to Matthew – Glory to you O Lord 

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 

with his slaves.  

 

When he began the reckoning, one who owed him 

ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he 

could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 

together with his wife and children and all his 

possessions, and payment to be made.  

So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 

“Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.”  

And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  

But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed 

him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.”  



Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you.”  

But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt.  

When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and 

they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  

Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all 

that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your 

fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?”  

And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire 

debt.  

So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord – Praise to you O Christ  

                                                                                

REFLECTION 

Our theme today is forgiveness, from the Old Testament reading of Joseph and his 

brothers to the parable told by Matthew about a servant in great debt. He was 

forgiven by the King but then turned on a fellow slave for a small amount he owed 

him and had him thrown in prison. The king was angry that this servant could not be 

as compassionate as he had been, reversed his decision, and had him tortured. 

Jesus compared this to God forgiving us and expecting us to do the same with 

others, it also makes us realise that if we have been forgiven it is expected that we 

will be compassionate and show others the right thing to do or suffer the 

consequences.  

The Epistle strengthens this instruction by asking us not to judge others. It stresses 

that it is God’s job and not ours. We will all be judged by God and you must have 

recognised the quote as a cue for a well-known hymn – “ at the name of Jesus every 

knee shall bow, every tongue confess him …” . 



It is not easy to forgive, we get annoyed when people do the wrong thing or are 

selfish and it’s sometimes hard not to turn on them and vent your anger. We are 

asked in the epistle not to judge others. We often use the term ‘don’t judge a book 

by its cover’, but we do not know what is going on in that person’s life, what situation 

they are in and a little thought and understanding and a calm explanation or enquiry 

could be crucial. 

That is all very well but it’s difficult. I remember quite a few years ago when I was 

teaching, there was a murder in Liverpool of a teenager by a gang. It seemed it was 

mistaken identity, the young man was stabbed and a few days later his mother was 

interviewed on the news and she stood up and told the media as a Christian that 

she forgave the person that did this. Some of my pupils were astonished that this 

woman could forgive this person or gang, but she went on to say that, it was not for 

her to judge or make matters worse, that no good could ever come of retaliation only 

more violence. Her faith was strong but the pupils at school took quite a time 

discussing the matter and did eventually understand her point of view. 

None of us are perfect but not judging others is important. It doesn’t matter if we 

look different or think differently. It’s good to listen to other people’s experiences and 

views and try to understand where they are coming from. I think that this is 

something we are good at here at St. Maxentius and it’s good to be reminded in 

these readings of how to serve God. 

Take care 

Jan B 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

During the intercessions, we pray for the church, our country, our government, 
people in difficulty and the deceased. You can use your own prayers or if you prefer 
here are some on today’s theme. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

In the power of the Holy Spirit and in Union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 

 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you have revealed your love and forgiveness 

through your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we are ransomed, healed and forgiven. 

As we have freely received, may we freely give. Blessed are you, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. 

 

God of mercy, we come to you for forgiveness and renewal. We ask you to bless all 

who are seeking to change their lives and live to serve others and to glorify you. 

Though we are unworthy, we seek your acceptance of us. May your church reveal 

your love in its care for all who come to it. We pray today for our church here at St. 

Maxentius, our Turton Moorland team and all our clergy and lay ministry. We also 

pray for all clergy, chaplains and those that work in areas of crime and vice. 

Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer 

 

God of mercy we ask your blessing upon the poor, hungry and homeless of the 

world, and of all migrant and displaced peoples. We remember nations that are in 

great debt and the work of the world banks and governments to relieve this debt. We 

pray for all that are bankrupt or whose businesses are suffering because of the 

present situation. We bring before you all who are fearful for their future. 

Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer 

 

God of mercy, you have given to us richly; may we richly give. Let us not squander 

or hoard the good things you have given us. Let us help those in need and use our 

gifts to your glory. We ask your blessing upon our homes and upon all who have 

enriched our lives by their goodness and love. 

Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer 

 

God of mercy, we pray for all who have become hard hearted, all who are unable to 

forgive and seek revenge. Through your love may they find a change of attitude and 

heart. We ask your blessing on all who are abused, all who are used as cheap 

labour and all who do not receive a fair wage. We bring before you all our loved 

ones who are ill and wish a speedy recovery to Una Mochrie and Sue Usher (add 
names of others you would like to pray for here) 



Lord in you mercy – Hear our prayer 

 

God of mercy, we give thanks to all who have witnessed to your love and 

generosity. We rejoice in the fellowship of the saints. We commend our loved ones 

departed, this world and ourselves to your unfailing love and mercy. 

Merciful Father – accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
 

THE BLESSING 

 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give us peace at all times and in every way. 

The Lord be with us all and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit be with us all and those who we love for evermore. Amen. 

 

 


