
St Maxentius Church – Worship at Home  

TRINITY 15 - SUNDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 

We’re now able to meet in church for worship but for those of you who prefer to wait 

or if you’re not able to be with us for whatever reason this outline will help you have 

a short time of worship in your home. To prepare, choose a place where you can sit 

comfortably and if you have them, gather a few things that will help you create a 

sacred space – we suggest a cross, Bible and candle.  

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

We welcome Revd Michael Arundel to take our service in church this morning. The Team rota is 

up and running again until November. This Sunday I’m elsewhere so Michael is stepping in.  

I’ve had three funerals over the last week. They are different under the Covid restrictions, with a 

limit on mourners. So people are treating them differently. There isn’t the sense of occasion in 

quite the same way. With so few people attending, they have a more intimate feel.  

Families have decided not to print a service sheet and to ask for a simpler service. It’s not possible 

to sing hymns, though of course recorded music is fine, and it’s best to avoid too much movement, 

so generally that means only the minister reading and speaking.   

I’ve always been conscious that not many of those attending share Christian beliefs about life after 

death. It seems even more obvious when there is only a handful of mourners. My job as a priest is 

to preach the Word whatever the act of worship and I’ve always kept to that. And there is a real 

point these days at funerals. So many people have either no belief in any sort of life after death, or 

they hold a peculiar concoction of ideas mostly put together from TV or film portrayals of vampires 

and ghosts.   

A new development following Covid is of people bypassing funeral directors altogether and 

arranging directly with the crematorium for the body to be disposed of. No service, no saying 

farewell, no offering that person’s life to each other and to God. As Christians, we find that an 

affront to the sacredness of that life but that doesn’t count for those with no religious faith.  

So it’s right that I remind a family gathered for a funeral of the promises of God that the dead still 

live, whatever that life is like and wherever it is. The promise is that we shall be reunited with God 

when our time comes. And we hold to that promise on behalf of all those who don’t believe.  

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you,  



 

and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

CONFESSION  

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep  

God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and 

deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, love mercy,  

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

May almighty God,  

who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,  

bring us his pardon and peace, now and forever.  

Amen.  

GLORIA 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father. 

To him be glory forever. Alleluia amen, alleluia amen. 

 

Glory to God, glory to God, son of the Father. 

To him be glory forever. Alleluia amen, alleluia amen. 

 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit. 

To him be glory forever. Alleluia amen, alleluia amen.  

 

THE COLLECT 

Lord God, defend your Church from all false teaching 

and give to your people knowledge of your truth, 

that we may enjoy eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 



 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jonah 3.10-4.11 

When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil 

ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 

upon them; and he did not do it.  

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the 

Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? 

That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious 

God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to 

relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my 

life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’  

And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ Then 

Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, 

and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in  

the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 

city.  

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 

over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the 

bush.  

But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the 

bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and 

the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was 

faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for 

me to die than to live.’  

But God said to Jonah, 

‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’  

And he said, ‘Yes, angry enough to die.’  

Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labour 

and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 

And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are 

more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand 

from their left, and also many animals?’  

 

This is the word of the Lord: Thanks be to God 



 

 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 

Philippians 1.21-30 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 

fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between 

the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain 

in the flesh is more necessary for you.  

Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for 

your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 

Christ Jesus when I come to you again.  

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 

Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent 

and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm 

in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the 

faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your 

opponents.  

 

For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 

salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege 

not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— since you are having 

the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.  

 This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God  

GOSPEL READING Matthew 20.1-16 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord according to Matthew – Glory to you O Lord 

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 

early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After 

agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent 

them into his vineyard.  

When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 

standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You 

also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 

right.” So they went.  

When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.  



 

And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to 

them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one 

has hired us.”  

He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of 

the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, 

beginning with the last and then going to the first.”  

When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 

wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 

them also received the usual daily wage.  

And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 

burden of the day and the scorching heat.”  

But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree 

with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give 

to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 

belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be 

first, and the first will be last.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord – Praise to you O Christ  

REFLECTION 

The Old Testament and Gospel readings today look a little bit like God pulling rank 

on people. Perhaps Jonah deserved it? After all, he argued with God all the time. 

First, against being sent to the people of Nineveh at all – which prompted the 

famous whale incident.  

Then when he eventually did get to Nineveh and preached to them he was affronted 

that they listened and repented! Because they turned from their wicked ways, God 

didn’t destroy them and their city. And Jonah was furious.  

Perhaps it was to do with Nineveh being the capital of the powerful empire of 

Assyria and Jonah didn’t think the enemy of Israel should be spared by the God of 

Israel.  

He sits down to watch what happens to the city, still consumed with anger, only now 

at the bush, the gourd plant, that grows up to shelter him and then inconveniently 

dies overnight.  

Jonah sounds as though he would have preferred the inhabitants of the great city to 

be destroyed. God teases him. ‘You’re bothered to death about a bush. Shouldn’t I, 

the great God of all, bother about the thousands of people in this city? ‘ 

There’s a theme that runs into the gospel. It looks as though the landowner in this 

parable is being massively unfair to the workers who he set on at the start of the 



 

day, when he pays those who only did an hour or so the same wages. Let’s face it, 

he is being unfair. A fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work. 

Jesus doesn’t seem bothered about that. His gnomic remark as the end of the story 

‘the last will be first, and the first will be last ‘ is an almost exact copy of one made 

earlier in Matthew. He seems to be quite keen on it. Is God’s kingdom turning upside 

down what happens on this world?  

He’s not actually talking about profit margins or minimum wage (although if he lived 

today he might well have a parable or two about executive bonuses compared to 

poverty and homelessness), but rather about the lavish generosity of God's grace in 

contrast to the niggardly score-keeping that characterizes so many human 

relationships.  

He cut to the quick when he responded to the grumblers: "Are you envious because 

I am generous?" God’s way, in other words, is a world of grace and not merit, status 

reversal instead of status reverence, undeserved generosity rather than pay for 

services rendered. 

We can’t earn the love of God. We can’t get more of it through having gone to 

church since we were babes in arms. Whatever we have is the gift of God and he 

gives his gifts according to his economy not ours.  

So we shouldn’t be grudging when we see his love extended to those who don’t 

seem to deserve it. We don’t deserve it.  

Here’s a commentator on the message for today: 

The geography of divine grace that embraces Nineveh and the economy of his love 

that pays a full day's wage for one hour of work confound our puny and 

parsimonious human metrics that complain about instead of celebrate divine 

generosity.  

Revd Jan 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 



 

During the intercessions, we pray for the church, our country, our government, 
people in difficulty and those who have died. You can use your own prayers or if you 
prefer here are some on today’s theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the power of the Holy Spirit and in Union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 

 

Holy God, you have called us here today; and so as we gather to worship you we 

make our prayers which stem from our love for you and our love and concern for 

those we love and for the people of the world. 

 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Lord God, when the Church joins together, we can show people a much fuller 

picture of Jesus and His Kingdom. We pray for your church, and the churches in our 

local community, and ask that there will be a growing desire to get together and get 

out. We give you thanks for those who come up with fresh ways of making your 

name known to the wider community and for those who work so hard to make 

worship possible through online and virtual services 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Creator God, we pray not only for the victims but for the perpetrators of evil and 

violence in our world; for all governments, which run on corruption and fear. We pray 

for a change of heart and attitude, an awakening to a better way of living, and the 

courage to reject wrong principles. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Father God, forgive us when we waste our lives by being too busy to enjoy your 

creation. Teach us how to make spaces in the day to do the things we most 

enjoy.  Just as you rested from your work, help us to practise the discipline of 

recreation and help me to become your hands and feet in my street so that my 

neighbours will one day ask me to tell them more about you. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Loving God, help those we know and love to turn away from habits, which are 

harmful to them. Help them to turn to you in times of crisis, rather than reaching for 

quick-fix solutions. Lord, we also bring to you those we know who are ill or suffering 



 

in any way. Give them healing and restore them in body, mind and spirit. Pray for 

those you know who are suffering  

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Mighty God, we remember in your presence all those who have died, and 

particularly those we have known and loved. Thank you for them and thank you for 

your promise of eternal life and peace. Be close to those who are recently bereaved, 

strengthen them with the knowledge that you are always there to lean on and to be 

carried through difficult times. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Faithful God, at the start of this new week, help us to be an example to others and 

show us the practical steps we need to take to develop consistency and integrity in 

all that we do in our lives. 

Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 

Jesus Christ. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread,  

forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  

now and forever.  Amen 

 

 

THE BLESSING 

The God of all grace, who called us to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, establish, 

strengthen and settle you in the faith; 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with us 

all and those who we love for evermore. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


