
 

St Maxentius Church – Worship at Home  

TRINITY 18 - SUNDAY 11th OCTOBER 

We’re now able to meet in church for worship but for those of you who prefer to wait 

or if you’re not able to be with us for whatever reason this outline will help you have 

a short time of worship in your home. To prepare, choose a place where you can sit 

comfortably and if you have them, gather a few things that will help you create a 

sacred space – we suggest a cross, Bible and candle.  

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Today we’re keeping Harvest Festival in church. It will have a different feel this year, 
as we’re not able to sing our favourite harvest hymns or bring our gifts to the altar for 
blessing. We’re still keeping all the recommended measures in our weekly worship 

but somehow that still focuses our thoughts and prayers. 

Harvest Thanksgiving needs very little explanation. Our ancestors were directly 

dependent on the fruits of the earth. If the village harvest was poor then people had 
nothing to eat as winter went on.  We see that happening across the world today in 
lands where the harvest fails on a regular basis through drought or disease, or 
where they have to work land owned by conglomerates.  

Christian Aid is only one of the global charities that try to mitigate the worst effects, 
help people develop alternative sources of income and new skills. See the separate 
note about how you can help raise money for Christian Aid this year.  

We are not as closely connected to the earth as they are, even in a Team that 
contains some of the few farms in Manchester diocese. But in the end, we’re all 
connected because we need the food that comes from the earth and seas. We 
should be ashamed that food poverty is an everyday part of our country. Instead of 

improving, it’s getting worse and will continue to do so as the pandemic’s toll on jobs 
gathers pace.  

We will do what we can: our harvest gifts will go to Urban Outreach for distribution 
across Bolton. If you aren’t coming to church please bring your donation to the 
Grub Tub at the Vicarage. 

While we offer thanks to the God of the harvest may we never lose sight of those for 
whom survival, enough food, clean water is a daily struggle.  

Revd Jan 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

God is spirit  Let us worship him in spirit and truth. 

The Lord is with us Let us praise his name together 

Creator God, you made the goodness of the land, 

the riches of the sea and the rhythm of the seasons; 

as we thank you for the harvest,  

may we cherish and respect this planet and its peoples, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

CONFESSION 

We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God’s creation. 

God our Father, we are sorry for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 

and acted ungratefully. 

Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to 

us. 

Father, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry. 

Father, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world you have made. 

Father, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven. 

Father, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

May almighty God who sent his son into the world to save sinners, bring us his 

pardon and peace, now and forever. Amen 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ only Son of the Father,  

Lord God Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy upon 

us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 



THE COLLECT 

God, our judge and saviour, teach us to be open to your truth 

and to trust in your love, 

that we may live each day with confidence in the salvation which is given 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 

ISAIAH 25, 1-9   O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 

 

for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you 

have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city 

no more, it will never be rebuilt.  

Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. For 

you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter 

from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was 

like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the 

heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a 
feast of well-matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines 
strained clear.  

And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the 
sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever.  

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his 
people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said 
on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



NEW TESTAMENT READING 

PHILIPPIANS 4, 1-9 

  

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 

stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I 

ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled 
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep 

on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, 
and the God of peace will be with you. 

This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God 

GOSPEL 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you O 
Lord. 

MATTHEW 22 1-14 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 
‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king  
who gave a wedding banquet for his son.  

He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but 
they would not come. Again, he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have 

been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have 
been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.”  

But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 

business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The 
king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their 
city.  

 

 



Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 
wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom 
they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here 

without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 
attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are 
chosen.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ 

REFLECTION 

The parable of the wedding feast at first glance sounds rather strange, but in Jewish 

society at that time the parents of the betrothed drew up a marriage contract, they 

then would prepare the home and the bride and groom would stay with their families 

until all was ready. At the marriage ceremony they had a big feast or banquet which 

many people attended  and it could go on for as long as a week. So it was indeed a 

big deal and the families must have been very upset and disgusted that their guests 

were too busy with their own lives to turn up. The King provided clothes for the 

poorer or unexpected guests, so everything had been laid on for them, but this one 

person could not be bothered to dress properly and the King took this as an insult 

and threw him out in anger. 

The parable is said to show the King as God, and Jesus the bridegroom, whom God 

was preparing the way for, those expected to be joyous at Jesus’ arrival were 

disinterested or too busy with their own lives, the wedding invitation was given to 

everyone and many joined in, this shows us God’s kingdom is open to all. Just as 

the King provided wedding clothes, it shows that God will provide for us if we show 

respect, goodness and faith and worship him in the appropriate manner, it also 

shows that insults will not be tolerated. 

The moral was that God sent his Son into the world and the very people who should 

have celebrated his coming, rejected him, this brought judgement on them, but this 

resulted in the Kingdom of God being open to everyone. 

The Old Testament reading from Isaiah, emphasises the protection that God can 

give to those who worship and follow his laws, that he would make things better “will 

wipe away the tears from all faces” and rejoices that God will bring salvation. The 

Epistle to the Philippians is telling us unusually about women to stress that God’s 

kingdom is for all, and gives encouragement for the work that was being done by 

new Christians that are telling of Jesus’ teachings and life. 

So what does this tell us today, over two thousand years later we are trying to follow 

these rules, Jesus made it easier by condensing the commandments to two major 



ones because to follow these closely means you obey all of the others set. The 

Jews also had over three hundred rules about how to live, who to marry, how and 

what to eat and these rules totally took over some people’s lives. We adapt our way 

of life to follow and be good but in the challenges we have today I wonder if it is 

easier or harder to follow in faith. I’ll leave that up to you to decide. 

Happy harvest, although it won’t be quite the same as usual. We are supporting 

Urban Outreach and I am sure there will be many families who will be very thankful 

and grateful for our gifts of food. I hope that those of you that have not been able to 

come to church are well, please stay in touch and let us know how you are. Take 

care; you’re not forgotten. 

God bless Jan B 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen                             

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

During the intercessions, we pray for the church, our country, our government, 
people in difficulty and those who have died. You can use your own prayers or if you 
prefer here are some on today’s theme. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
In the power of the Holy Spirit and in Union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 



 
Blessed are you, Lord our God for you have called us to know and to love you at this 
special harvest time. You show us the splendour of your creation and your love in 
giving us our daily bread both spiritually and physically. Lord we come depending on 

your grace and goodness. Blessed are you Father Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
Good and gracious God, may our lives show the joy of knowing you and your love. 

Let preachers and teachers encourage all who hear them to come to you in love. 

Bless all who seek to extend our lives by a vision of your grace and goodness. We 

ask you to bless our bishops David and Mark, our Turton Moorland team and our 

church here at St.Maxentius. We pray for all our clergy and ministry teams, also all 

who are working hard to keep them in touch during this difficult time. 

Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer. 

Good and gracious God as we go about our daily work may we show our joy in your 

presence. We ask your blessing upon all who encourage us to relax, to be still and 

to be attentive. We pray for farmers and food producers, delivery companies and 

shop keepers who help to bring us our food and provisions. Especially at this 

harvest time, we think of those who haven’t enough food and are depending on food 

banks and charities. Bless the work of Urban Outreach and all other charities and 

encourage people to support them. 

Lord on you mercy – Hear our prayer 

Good and Gracious God we thank you for the love and attention we have received 

through our homes and dear ones. We ask your blessing on our families and friends 

and the communities in which we live and work. We remember all who strive to 

improve our environment. We pray for the homeless and all who live on the streets 

of our towns and cities. 

Lord in you mercy – Hear our prayer 

 Good and gracious God we thank you for our well-being. We ask your blessing on 

all who are sad or depressed and all whose lives are darkened with troubles. We 

remember those who are ill, especially Dorothy Taylor, we pray for those who are 

caring for them at home or in hospitals and all who care for people in trouble. 

Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer 

Good and gracious God you invite us all into your presence and to life eternal. May 

we not lose sight of the eternal through the clamour and call of the world. We ask 

your blessing upon our loved ones departed. May we rejoice with St. Maxentius and 

all your saints in the fullness of eternal life. 

Merciful Father, Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 

Jesus Christ. Amen 

 



 

THE BLESSING 

May God give to us and to all those we love, his comfort and peace, his light and 
joy, in this world and the next; and the blessing of God almighty the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, be with us now and forever.  Amen 
 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord – In the name of Christ. Amen. 


