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Creative ideas for  
informal Christingles



Introduction to Christingle 
and The Children’s Society

Christingle is a candle-lit, festive celebration that’s perfect for bringing families  
and communities together. It was first invented by the Moravian church in the 1700s,  
but the celebration as we know it was introduced to the Church of England by  
The Children’s Society in the 1960s. 

The celebration is named after the Christingles that are lit during it. Christingles are made from 
an orange decorated with red tape, sweets and a candle. They have been part of our history for 
over 50 years and have helped raise millions of pounds to help this country’s most vulnerable 
children. Each year we ask those who celebrate Christingle to hold a collection to support 
children and young people in some of the darkest situations imaginable.

The Children’s Society

Founded in 1881 by Sunday School teacher Edward Rudolf, for the last 139 years The Children’s 
Society has supported millions of this country’s children and restored hope to their lives. We 
believe in building a society that works for every child, so that they are safe, happy and free to 
fulfil their incredible potential.

We run vital local services that provide vulnerable children across the country with the support, 
advice and guidance that they need, and we also campaign to make children’s lives better and 
change the systems that are placing them in danger.

Together with our amazing supporters, we’re improving life for children today and 
working to create a society where every child has hope for their future.

These resources are designed to be used in a more informal style of 
Christingle service, whether in church, café church, a house group or 
other setting. 

There are ideas for Christingles at any time, followed by ideas for Christingles at 
Advent, on Christmas Eve, and at Epiphany and Candlemas. 

Please feel free to adapt this resource to suit your own context. Also see ‘Talks and Sermons’ 
and ‘Christingle Order of Service’ for further suggestions for your service. For more 
information about the work of The Children’s Society, please see the leaflet ‘How Christingle 
helps’, available at christingle.org/resources

The author

These resources were written by Nick Harding, children’s ministry consultant and a Reader in 
the Church of England.
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Build a Christingle 

Develop ‘Christingle corners’ around your church space or room – to comply with social 
distancing, you may need to ask people to visit each station in household groups or as 
individuals, limiting the number at each station at any one time. Each one helps the children 
and adults create their own Christingle. You will need leaders in each corner explaining the 
significance of each part of the Christingle. Here are examples: 

 Ԏ The orange. Prepare the oranges by cutting downwards into the top so the candle can be 
easily placed in it later. Invite each person to take an orange, where appropriate helping 
people cut across the base so it stands. Explain God’s creation of the world, and ask each 
person to mention a wonderful place in God’s world, or provide post-it notes for people to 
write on. They then move on to the next ‘corner’. 

 Ԏ The red band. Prepare strips of ribbon or red tape ready for everyone. Invite people to stick 
it around the orange, explaining that it reminds us of Jesus, and his love that goes on and on 
like an everlasting band. 

 Ԏ The seasons and fruits. Prepare your cocktail sticks in advance by adding fruit or sweets 
– whatever you find works well. Ask each person to take four cocktail sticks and to stick 
them in their orange, naming each season as they do so. Ask people which season is their 
favourite, and explain that all seasons are important, and God designed it like that so things 
can grow and we can be fed. 

 Ԏ The candle. Have candles ready with small squares of foil to go with them (these are used 
in case the wax drips). Invite people to take a candle, and discuss the light that Jesus brings 
into the lives of all people. Ask people to suggest dark things in the world, and remind them 
that Jesus brings light. 

Amending this resource in the light of Covid-19 restrictions 

Please note that this resource was written before the Coronavirus pandemic and restrictions 
placed on gatherings for public worship. Feel free to adapt this resource for your own context, 
whether holding a socially distanced or online Christingle. Some activities may not be possible 
in these contexts or require modification, eg shouting out might need to be replaced by saying 
in a quieter voice; prayer stations may still be possible but people may need to visit them in 
household groups or as individuals and you need to allow more time for people to get round them. 

Please always follow the latest Governement guidelines, which can be found at  
gov.uk/coronavirus and the guidance of your denomination and church.

Ideas for Christingles at any time 3
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3

Ideas for Christingles at any time

Contents



Filling the gaps 

Say these Bible quotes out loud one by one, leaving gaps for the words in bold, asking everyone 
who knows them to say the missing words out loud:

Genesis 1.3 
And God said, ‘Let there be light’ and there was light.

Luke 11.33 
No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead they 
put it on a lampstand, so that those who come in may see the light.

Psalm 27.1 
The LORD is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my 
life – of whom shall I be afraid?

John 1.5 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

John 8.12 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’ 

Spreading the love 

Get some very long red ribbons, or red wool. Talk about the red band that goes around the 
Christingle as a reminder that Jesus gave everything to show his love for all people, and no one 
is not loved by Jesus. Then spread the ribbons or wool around so that every person is holding 
it, and is connected with others. Try to keep your own handling of the ribbon to a minimum, and 
sanitise your hands first.

Sharing the light

Pass the candle light on from one candle to another by holding the lit candle still, and lighting 
the other from that flame. As the light is passed from one to another the person with the lit 
candle says ‘I give you the light’ and the one lighting theirs says ‘I take the light and pass it on’. 
This is repeated as the light is passed to each person.

Light everywhere 

Once all the Christingles are lit, remind everyone to be careful with them, and adults to pay 
special attention to younger people. Turn off the lights, but have a strong, powerful torch or 
spotlight ready. Then shine the light around the building, stopping every now and again and 
saying ‘The light of Jesus is everywhere’, inviting everyone to say it after you. Repeat this a few 
times, shining the light into different places, each time saying a different one of these: 

‘The light shines on us.’

‘The light shines in the dark places of our lives.’

‘The light shines on our town/village.’ 

‘The light shines on those in need.’

‘The light shines on people across the world.’ 
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Introduction 

Have some flipcharts and paper available, or sheets of paper stuck on the wall. Have plenty 
of marker pens available so only one person needs to use each one. Put the used ones aside 
for wiping before being used again. Invite everyone (in socially distanced groups if necessary) 
to write or draw some things they are getting ready for during this Advent time leading up to 
Christmas. Go around and read out a few of the things written. 

Then interview one or two of the group who have prepared the Christingles for this service. 
What have they done to get ready for this service? 

Finally, ask everyone to think about what young people who have an unhappy time at home 
– and are not expecting any presents or fun at Christmas – will be doing. As we get ready for 
Christmas during Advent, it’s good to remember that some people find this a difficult time.  

Prayers 

Introduce the prayer time by saying a little more about the season of Advent:

 Ԏ Advent is the time of preparation for the coming of Jesus, the light of the world.

 Ԏ During Advent it is good to stop and think a bit more about Jesus, and how he came to 
change the world.

 Ԏ It is easy to get too busy preparing for Christmas day during Advent, and forget that we 
should be preparing our hearts  
for Jesus.

In groups or pairs, ask people to devise some simple actions to the phrase ‘Shine in the world, 
and shine in me’. Then invite everyone to do their own actions as they say that phrase, which 
is the response in these prayers. Then say the prayers, inviting a spoken and action response 
from everyone: 

Jesus, as we prepare for Christmas and we remember your birth:

Shine in the world, and shine in me!

Jesus, as we think of your light that shines everywhere: 

Shine in the world, and shine in me!

Jesus, as we think of people who need light to brighten their lives:

Shine in the world, and shine in me!

Jesus, as we think of all the good things we have been given:

Shine in the world, and shine in me!

Interactive talk: Shine and share 

Split the people into two halves. One group to repeat ‘Shine’ (or shone) every time you say it, 
holding their hands up and opening their fingers as they say it. The other half to repeat ‘Share’ 
(or shared) each time you mention that, moving their arms outwards with palms open as they 
say it. 

Use this talk, covering the key bullet points, and encourage plenty of response each time you 
say ‘Shine’ and ‘Share’. 
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Some weeks and months before Jesus was born, his mother Mary went to share the good news 
that she was expecting a baby with her cousin Elizabeth. She travelled through the sunshine on 
the long journey. Eventually, after walking a long way, she arrived. When she was able to share the 
news her cousin Elizabeth listened carefully and her face shone brightly. She knew that Mary’s 
baby was special. She was excited to know that the love of God would be shared with all people 
through that baby. As the sun shone down on them, they shared their good news, and when 
Jesus was born the light of Jesus did shine, and the light of Jesus was there for all to share. 

Sharing 

Place some nice wrapped sweets on a table. Ask for five volunteers – a mixture of adults and 
children – and bring them to the front. Explain that the sweets on the Christingle remind us of 
the good things God gives us to enjoy. Ask them each to say one thing that they have or own 
that they would be happy to share. As they answer, invite them to help themselves to a sweet 
from the table. Then ask each person to think about one thing they have or own that they 
wouldn’t be happy to share. If people are willing, ask them to say why. Again, give them one 
chocolate each. Explain that Advent is about getting ready for the light of Jesus to come to our 
world again, and he came to share his light.  
 
Finally, give one of the children five chocolates, and ask them whether they will keep them all 
or share them with the other volunteers. Make the point that it can sometimes be difficult to 
share! 

Sharing the light of Advent 

Ask people to get into family groups or to work as individuals and give out sticky notes and 
pens. Ask them to talk about the joy of getting ready for Christmas, and to write down on a 
separate sticky note all the things that make their lives happy at this time of year. Explain that 
the bright things of Advent that bring us joy are worth sharing, and the light of Jesus that we 
see in the Christingle is the best thing we can share as we get ready for Christmas. 

Sharing the light wider in Advent 

Christingle is a special service for Advent which reminds us of the light of Jesus as we prepare 
for Christmas. The Children’s Society works with children who are in really difficult situations 
and helps share the light and hope with them so that they can have a good future. As we collect 
the Christingles, reminding us of the light of Jesus, we have a chance to help The Children’s 
Society in their work.
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Introduction: Countdown 

Talk about what time the first person gets up in your household on Christmas Day. Ask 
everyone to think about what they will be doing each hour from now until the first light goes on 
and the first person gets up in their home. Then go around and, hour by hour, ask one or two to 
say what will be happening to them. 

Story: Mary and Joseph Countdown, Part 1

Invite everyone to make the numbers that you say with their hands every time you say any 
number. Practise that before you start! If possible, have some costumes for volunteers to ‘play’ 
Mary and Joseph, and the other usual nativity items such as a baby doll and a manger. 

Let’s imagine Mary and Joseph on the day and night before their one wonderful son, Jesus, was 
born. We don’t know if it was exactly like this…

Mary and Joseph, those two young people, had been travelling five…ten…fifteen, maybe even 
more, miles to get to Bethlehem. The light of the sun was in the sky during the day, and they 
would have stopped perhaps three or four times to rest. As they continued on their journey, at 
around six or seven in the evening, the light in the sky started to fade and it got darker. The two 
of them were arriving in the town just as the hotels, inns and stopping places were filling up. Not 
one of them had room for these two…soon to become three! In the end they were led by the light 
of a lamp to a stable where animals were usually kept, and late in the evening, perhaps nine or 
ten o’clock, they settled. And just as the old stories from the Bible had foretold, the baby was 
born, bringing light and joy to the world…not just for one person…or two,…or five…or ten…but for 
everyone!   

Prayers

Invite the people to gather into family groups or as individuals to pray silently or out loud, 
particularly remembering the coming of the great light of the world, Jesus, and those children 
and young people whose lives are full of darkness this Christmas. Introduce each section of 
silence with each line: 

‘We think of the one light of the world, Jesus, and give thanks that he came to the world to give 
us light.’ 

‘We remember those two parents, Mary and Joseph, and their willingness to do what God asked 
of them.’ 

‘We think of children and young people whose lives are dark this Christmas Eve, and we ask that 
the light of Jesus would shine on them.’

‘We remember the work of The Children’s Society in helping children find light in their  
dark lives.’

‘We ask that, with the light and joy of Christmas Day just a few hours away, we would know the 
light of Jesus in our lives.’  
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Story: Mary and Joseph Countdown, Part 2

As before, invite everyone to make the numbers that you say with their hands every time you 
say any number. Practise again before you start! 

Again, you may want to have volunteers to play out the story of the shepherds  
and angels. 

Out in the fields on the hills near Bethlehem it was dark – hardly a light anywhere. The shepherds 
were counting their sheep – one – two – three – four – five (and so on!).  
One of the shepherds heard a noise and saw a light, then two of them saw it…and a whole choir 
of ten or twenty or thirty angels appeared as bright lights in the dark sky. An angel told them that 
one very special baby had been born in Bethlehem, and they should go to see the baby. By the 
light of the bright choir of angels, they made their way to the stable and saw two adults – Mary 
and Joseph – and that one very special baby Jesus. They knelt and worshipped the baby, and 
then went to tell two or ten or fifteen or more people about what they’d seen and experienced. 
They couldn’t keep the light to themselves! 

The light of Jesus is something we can’t keep to ourselves! The Christingle is a reminder, but 
the light of Jesus goes with us to help us bring light to others this Christmas. We are people 
who can all share the light – the one light of Jesus! 

Interactive reading (for Advent or Christmas Eve): Somewhere to go 

You will need to split the congregation into two, with a leader to read out the Reader 1 or 
Reader 2 parts. Practise some simple actions for the phrase ‘Somewhere to go’, and ask the 
congregation to repeat it with the actions after every time it is said. 

Reader 1: Mary and Joseph had travelled for many miles, and they were tired. We can’t really 
know how they would have felt on the journey, but we can imagine a little. We know Mary was 
about to have a baby, so she would have wanted somewhere to go to rest. 

Reader 2: Jamie was a teenager when he started to feel really anxious about everything. He 
was being bullied and left out at school, had very few people he could talk to, and he really 
needed somewhere to go to feel safe. 

Reader 1: When Mary and Joseph finally got to Bethlehem they were frustrated to find that all 
the places to stay were full, and the whole town was heaving with people. We can picture Joseph 
knocking on door after door, saying something like ‘My wife is about to have a baby, we need 
somewhere to go’. Each time he felt more desperate, asking for somewhere to go but finding 
nowhere. 

Reader 2: When Jamie got to college things got worse for him, and his mental health 
really suffered. Needing somewhere to go to get help and talk things through, he had a 
few appointments with an adult who could help, but it wasn’t enough – he still needed 
somewhere to go. 

Reader 1: Joseph tried again, and again he asked for somewhere to go. This 
time he was helped just a little, with a man seeing that they desperately 
needed somewhere to go. Mary and Joseph were shown to a stable that 
was usually used to keep the animals, and they made the best of it and 
settled – they had somewhere to go. 

Reader 2: Jamie was told about a drop-in service run by The Children’s Society. 
It was designed just for young people like him – somewhere to go at any time 
and say how he felt to people who understood and could help. He started to go 
along, and found that this was somewhere to go for him that has made a huge 
difference. Now, three years on, his mental health is good and he has lots of skills 
to cope when he gets down or anxious. He now has somewhere to go. 
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Reader 1: We give thanks that Mary and Joseph finally had somewhere to go where they could 
be safe, and where Jesus was born. 

Reader 2: We give thanks that Jamie found somewhere to go, a place where he could be safe, 
and where he could get all the help and support he needed. 

Sharing the light more widely on Christmas Eve  

Christingle is a special service this Christmas Eve, and it reminds us of the light of Jesus as we 
enjoy Christmas. The Children’s Society works with children who are in really difficult situations, 
and they help share the light and hope with them so that they can have a good future. As we 
collect the Christingles, reminding us of the light of Jesus that we remember tomorrow, we 
have a chance to help The Children’s Society in their work.   

 Activity: The Cost of Christmas

Here are some suggested prices for things that are connected with Christmas. Play a game 
with two volunteers, asking them to guess the price that is suggested. Invite the congregation 
to help each player saying out ‘higher’ and ‘lower’ as they guess. Make it fun…these prices are 
an average! The person who gets closest to the figure given below gets a point, and the winner 
is the one who gets most points. 

Turkey – £20

Real Christmas Tree – £30 

Tinsel – £3

Box of 12 Christmas Cards – £5 

Christmas Tree Lights – £8

Two bags of sprouts – £2

Bottle of wine – £6

Large Christmas Pudding – £12

Now remind the congregation that Christmas costs a lot of money, and so do all the good 
things that are done by The Children’s Society. The Children’s Society speaks out on behalf of 
young people, challenges policy and Government, and provides practical and consistent face-
to-face support for over 10,000 children and teenagers each year.  

Prayer: The Cost of Christmas

Creator God, who sent Jesus, we remember the cost of Christmas. 

We think of Mary who gave up so much to obey you, 

we think of Joseph who never failed to support Mary, 

and we think of Jesus, who was born for all people. 

Creator God, who sent Jesus, we remember the cost of Christmas. 

We think of all those young people who are lonely and afraid, 

we think of those who don’t feel safe at home, 

and we think of those who don’t have a family to share Christmas 
with. 

Creator God, who sent Jesus, we remember the cost of Christmas. 

We think of the lovely things that we enjoy, 

we think of the comfort and warmth of the season, 

and we think of those who are generous to us. 

Creator God, who sent Jesus, we remember the cost of Christmas. 

We think of workers from The Children’s Society, helping those in need, 

we think of all they do to provide support to those who struggle, 
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and we think of the cost of all they do to help in your name.

Creator God, who sent Jesus, we remember the cost of Christmas. 

We think of all the things we will receive, 

we think of all the times of fun and happiness, 

and we think of what we can give to help others. 

Creator God, who sent Jesus, we remember the cost of Christmas. 

Closing response 

God shared the gifts we see in this Christingle:

God shared the gifts.

We receive the gifts of the world, food, love and light:

We receive the gifts.

We receive the gifts from others this Christmas: 

We receive the gifts.

We share the gifts with others this Christmas: 

We share the gifts.

We share the light of Jesus to all in darkness:

We share the light.

Introduction: Best gifts 

Have some inflated balloons ready. Ask everyone to talk to each other about the best gift they 
received on Christmas Day. Then ask them to think and talk about what the best gift to give 
Jesus would be. 

Throw the balloons in the air, and invite everyone to tap the balloons to keep them from falling 
to the ground, and each time they hit them say aloud what a great gift to give Jesus would be.

Gifts from God 

Refer to the Christingle. As the Wise Men saw Jesus, they handed over gifts to him. God has 
given us wonderful gifts, and the Christingle reminds us of those. The orange is the world – 
God’s gift of creation. The good things (fruits and sweets) are the seasons and all the great 
things God blesses us with. The red band (ribbon or tape) is the love of Jesus, who gave his 
life as a gift for us. The candle is the gift of light to help all people leave sadness and darkness 
behind. 

Story: Follow the light  

Ask all the children and young people, or all those who want to join in, to stand and walk on the 
spot when you mention the words ‘follow’ or ‘following’. Everyone else should shield their eyes 
when you say ‘light’.  
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Talk: Jamie* 

Remind people that not everyone has a light to follow like the Wise Men 
had. As we think of the light that the Wise Men followed, we also remember 
children whose lives seem dark and difficult. Invite the congregation to look 
at the candle representing the light of Jesus while we hear about a young 
person whose life has been dark at times. 

Light a large candle and ask someone to hold it, while a suitable person 
reads the story of Jamie and another (ideally a teenage boy) reads Jamie’s 
words in italics. 

Jamie’s Story

The Wise Men brought something good for Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus. The Children’s 
Society has offered something good for Jamie. 

At school, Jamie faced bullying from his classmates who would often take his money and force 
him to buy things for them

That made me feel really left out. School wasn’t a happy place for me.’ 

Jamie felt very anxious about this and his mental health declined further at college when 
he began to struggle with anxiety. Jamie was referred to get support and began receiving 
treatment, but he still struggled between these appointments because he had no one to turn to. 

Someone told him about a drop-in service for under 25’s run by The Children’s Society, where 
trained mental health experts provide immediate mental and emotional health support for 
young people, families, and professionals seven days a week. 

Looking back at it, I am glad I got help, because my life was a downward spiral.

*Jamie’s name has been changed to protect his identity.

The Wise Men were following the light. The light had been in the sky for them to follow for some 
time, and they knew there would be a light like a star to follow because they had studied old 
writings and maps, and knew what to follow. So day and night they followed the light. The light 
led them a very long way – many miles – but they had learned to follow, as the light seemed 
to know the way to go. The light led them towards the town of Bethlehem, but as they got close 
they paused to see King Herod…who was not happy to find these Wise Men telling him they had 
followed the light to see a new King, the light of the world! After leaving King Herod, the light 
led them, and they followed it to the place where Mary, Joseph and Jesus were. Then the light 
stopped – they had followed it far enough. There they knelt down, worshipped, and 
handed lovely gifts over to the true light – Jesus. Then they didn’t need to 
follow a light in the sky, because they had the joy and warmth of the light 
of Jesus in them!  
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Prayer walk 

Lead everyone around a prayer walk, stopping at different places in the building and using a 
different one of the following responses at each place. Everyone should say the words in bold 
together:  

‘We follow the light of Jesus, lead us on our journey.’ 

‘The light of Jesus in this place – help us to find it.’ 

‘The light of Jesus is in others – help us to see it.’

‘The light of Jesus is in us – help us to feel it.’

‘The light of Jesus helps those in darkness – help them to find it.’

‘The light of Jesus is for everyone – help us to share it.’

Ending 

Ask everyone to find out the name of a person standing or sitting near to them. At the 
appropriate points they are to say out loud the names, as part of this ending prayer:

The Wise Men followed the light. Help me (all say their own name) to follow the light. 

All wise people follow the light. Help (all say the name of someone else) to follow the light. 
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Introduction: Three-word Thanksgiving 

Introduce the service by mentioning that Candlemas is a time when we think of Jesus being 
special, and people giving thanks for him. Invite everyone to think of something good in their 
lives that they could give thanks to God for, and tell it to those around them. Remind them that 
they must keep it to three words! 

Finally, ask a few people, with a range of ages, to share their three-word thanksgiving with 
everyone. This reminds us that we all have things to give thanks for. 

Story/talk: Jesus is special

Teach the congregation this phrase: ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’. Then tell the story 
of Candlemas, when Jesus was presented in the temple (Luke 2.21-40), in the following way, 
inviting the congregation to join in each time they hear the phrase:

Jesus was a few weeks old, and the tradition was that he should be taken by his parents to the 
temple to give thanks for him. His parents thought to themselves ‘Jesus is special, we give 
thanks’. They arrived, and knew that it was the right thing to do to give thanks to God for their 
special son. They said, ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’. An old man was often in the temple, 
and his name was Simeon. God had promised him that before he died he would see God’s special 
gift to the world, and he had been waiting for many years. In the distance Simeon thought ‘Jesus 
is special, we give thanks’ and as he reached Mary and Joseph he took the baby Jesus in his 
arms and quietly said, ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’. Mary and Joseph agreed, also saying 
‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’. After a while an elderly lady called Anna, who spent all of 
her time worshipping God in the temple, came over to them. She knew immediately that Jesus 
was the special son of God, and said, ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’. All the people in the 
temple realised that ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’, and at Candlemas each year, when we 
remember Simeon and Anna, we also know that ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’. 

We believe Jesus is special, and one way we can give thanks to Jesus is to share how special 
Jesus is with others. That might mean helping friends at school or being patient and caring at 
work. It might mean being a good friend to people whose lives are dark, or bringing fun and joy, 
the light of Jesus, to others. This Epiphany think about ways you can share the light of Jesus, 
because ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks.’

The Thanksgiving Christingle 

Talk through the items that make up the Christingle in this way, inviting people to contribute 
their ideas and suggestions as you go through:

The orange reminds us that we give thanks to God for the world he made. What wonderful 
places in the world, in this country, or in this area do you like? 

The red band reminds us to give thanks for the love of Jesus, who gave everything for all of us. 
Who do you love, and who is special to you? 

The four cocktail sticks and the fruit/sweets remind us to give thanks for the  
four seasons, for food, and for all the good things God gives us. What are your favourite foods? 
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The candle reminds us to give thanks for the light of Jesus, who brings joy, happiness and hope 
to the world and all people. What things make you full of joy? 

Prayers 

Use the same response as during the story: ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’

We give thanks for Jesus, who was seen in the temple and everyone knew he was special. So we 
say, ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’.

We give thanks for the light that Jesus brings to the world, so that we have so many things to be 
thankful for. So we say, ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’.

We give thanks for the work of The Children’s Society, who help children who don’t have so 
much to be grateful for, and have dark lives. So we say, ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’.

We give thanks for lives changed by the care of others and the light of Jesus. So we say, ‘Jesus 
is special, we give thanks’.

We pray that we would know the light of Jesus in our lives, and we would share that light with 
others. So we say, ‘Jesus is special, we give thanks’.

Sharing the light more widely at Candlemas 

Christingle is a service this Candlemas which reminds us of the light of Jesus as he was 
recognised as being special. The Children’s Society works with children who are in really 
difficult situations and helps share light and hope with them so that they can have a brighter 
future, and can feel special themselves. As we collect the Christingles, reminding us of the light 
of Jesus, we have a chance to help The Children’s Society in their work changing children’s 
lives.   

Blessing 

Jesus is special, and we give thanks. 

Jesus is the light of the world, and we give thanks. 

Jesus is with us all the time, and we give thanks. 

And the blessing of God the creator, Jesus the light, and the Spirit the helper, be with us today 
and every day. 

Amen. 
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The following songs are suitable for use at any 
time during the Christingle season. 

The Light Never Goes Out 

Chorus 

The light shines, 

The light gives hope, 

The light never goes out. (x2)

Verse 1

This globe we hold, the light shines clear, 

The gifts we have are all seen here.

This sign of hope for everyone,

The light of Christ…

Verse 2

The gifts we give, the joy we share, 

The lives made good with love and care.

The help now shared with those in need, 

The light of Christ.  

Chant/Responsive Song – Shine on us

Practice the rhythm, with rests at / and claps 
at X, as follows: 

12   3 4

/ XX / X

(or: Beat ClapClap Beat Clap)

Say each line with everyone repeating the line 
after you:

1

Jesus is light, he is the light, shine, shine, shine 
the light!

Jesus is light, he is the light, shine, shine, 
shine the light!

Light of the world, light of the world, shine  
on us!

Light of the world, light of the world, shine 
on us!

2. 

We have the light, we have the light, shine, 
shine, shine the light!

We have the light, we have the light, shine, 
shine, shine the light!

Light of the world, light of the world, shine  
on us!

Light of the world, light of the world, shine 
on us!

3. 

We share the light, we share the light, share, 
share, share the light!  

We share the light, we share the light, 
share, share, share the light!

Light of the world, light of the world, shine  
on us!

Light of the world, light of the world, shine 
on us!
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The light never goes out

The

Chorus

light shines, the

F

light of hope, the

C

light ne ver goes

B C

-

out.

F Verse

This globe we hold, the

B

light shines clear. The

C

gifts we have are

B

all seen here. This

C

sign of hope for

B

ev ery one. The

A7

light of

B C

Christ.

F

- -

Shine on us

Je sus is light, he

Dm
Verse

Chorus is the light,

A Dm

shine, shine,

Gm A

shine the light.

Dm

-

Light of the world,

Dm

light of the world,

Gm

shine on

A

us.

Dm
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