Prayers for w/c 20 December
Fourth Sunday in Advent
Gracious God, you came to us in human flesh
and you abide with us in the Holy Spirit.
Fill us with your joy,
and help us shine as a light to the world.
Through Jesus Christ,
who makes our joy complete. Amen.
(Taken from Advent Prayers & Wreath Devotions by Jan Ainsworth)

A prayer from Rev’d Jan for the 4th week of Advent:
Almighty God, give us the gift of JOY,
that joy which is like the excitement of a
child for Christmas...
that joy which is like the inner contentment
of an accepted happiness...
that joy which overflows and gives joy too
to others...
Amen.
We would love to hear from you with favourite prayers
and reflections that are important to you. Please send
them to dawn@walmsleyparish.org
If you would like to receive our weekly ‘Walmsley Parish
Newsletter’, please contact me to send it to you.
Love from your friends in Walmsley Parish xx

These lovely prayers were written and shared by
Angie Foster, Assistant Warden at Christ Church Walmsley,
in last Sunday’s online Team Service:
Heavenly Father, as we prepare for Christmas, may we
hear the song of the angels and make time and space for
you. We pray for the church:
God of Peace, grant that all who come into our churches
this Advent time may be able to renew and refresh their
relationship with you. Help us all to be glad of your
presence, and to rejoice at the coming of Jesus.
May your blessing be upon all who worship together;
give us grace to live as faithful members of your family,
that we continue each day to love and serve you.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for people in need:
God of Peace, we pray for people who are lonely due to
illness, or because no-one seems to care, and for those
who are lonely and living with anxiety & fearfulness.
May the angels of peace be with those who work to help
the homeless this Christmas, and give to all of us the
determination to help where we can and to take your
friendship to those who we know are in need.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are ill:
God of Peace, we pray for friends and family who are ill
at this time and remember them in the quietness of our
hearts. Angels from the realms of glory winged their
flight across the earth to herald Jesus Christ, who is the
Light of the world. We remember those who have died
and the light and peace of Christ, which eternally shines
and brings everlasting hope.
Merciful Father:
accept these prayers,
for the sake of Your Son, our Saviour,
Jesus Christ. Amen.

This awesome local image and inspiring words featured
recently in a post across the Turton Moorland Team Ministry:
Beyond all knowing, beyond my imagining,
God’s love, God’s promise, God’s faithfulness;
And closer than the breath I breathe...

Reverend Chris Jamieson shares a prayer:
Dear God, today I ask for peace of mind.
I pray that I am calm, collected and tranquil at all times
throughout the day. I rest and relax in your presence.
I let go of all anxious thoughts.
I stop rushing and start praying. I let go and I let God in.
In Jesus Christ’s name.
Amen.

#MorningPrayer @billbraviner May we always be open to
receive God’s Word with joyful hearts. Amen

Open our hearts, Lord, to receive with joy
your Word: the Word who became flesh and dwelt
among us, the Word whom the Scriptures reveal,
the Word who comes to us in the Sacraments,
the Word who animates us with love.
May we rejoice in Him, and truly be His people.

