
 St Maxentius Church – Worship at Home  

ADVENT 3 - SUNDAY 13TH DECEMBER 

We are able to worship in church again, but for those of you who don’t want to come we will 
continue to do our Worship at Home service. We light the third candle on our advent wreath, so 

hopefully you can light yours at home and share the service with us. Find a nice quiet spot with 

your candles, bible or cross or whatever helps bring you into God’s presence. 
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

It seems incredible that we’re celebrating the third Sunday in Advent already! I know Christmas 
adverts have been on the TV seemingly for months but I feel as though it’s all crept up on me 
unawares. 

 

We’re delighted that our retirement home is ours again after nearly 7 months of uncertainty. So we 

have a move to plan for now as well as the birth of Christ. I think we’ll be moving out mid-January, 

with my last service on 27 December. 

So preparation has a particular meaning in our household this year. I’ve always been a list person. 

It helps me feel I have at least some semblance of control over complex tasks, so I’ll be writing a 
few in the next week or so.  

The old way of keeping seasons of penitence, either Lent or Advent, was to do the same – to 

make a list. This list was of all the faults you could identify in yourself and making them the basis 

of your prayers throughout the season. We’ve rather played that down in recent years, preferring 
to focus on the positive instead. And there is a good reason for that. We do so much better all 

round when we are praised, when we have high self-esteem. So penitence seems out of kilter with 

the modern world.  
 

But perhaps every now and again, we do need reminding that we are not superhuman, that we’re 
not God and that we are, to use a really old-fashioned word, sinners. For then we are in the right 

place to be ready for that joy, love and peace that Jan talks about in her reflection, when the birth 

of a child in Bethlehem is a wonder and a gift to a weary and shop soiled people. The grace and 

healing that he brings is only fully appreciated by those who are conscious of how far they fall 

short.  

So continue to use Advent for self-examination. Keep writing those lists!  

Revd Jan 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 

Today’s candle represents Peace 

God has a peaceful dream for the world, and we dream it too. We 

dream of a world where nations come together, where war is a memory, 

and we eat at one table. We know this peace cannot come while-ever there is injustice, 

oppression, inequality. So justice – the knowledge of the Lord – must be established throughout 

the world in order that all may live in peace.   

How do we bring peace in our own lives?  



Today we light the first, second, and third candles of the Advent wreath. The first candle is 

FAITH, the second candle is HOPE, and the third candle is  

PEACE. 

Light the first three candles: if you have a pink one, today is the day to light it! 

 (The traditional collect for the 3rd Sunday in Advent began with the Latin Gaudete, meaning 

‘rejoice’ so pink is a relief from the purple of penitence, the tone for the rest of Advent) 
Scripture Isaiah 11:6-9 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 

the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The nursing child shall play over the hole of 

the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 

cover the sea. 

Prayer  

Almighty God, you offer rest for our hearts, and peace for our souls. Give us grace to 
seek peace in our lives, peace in this community, and peace in the world. Through 
Jesus Christ, the prince of peace. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

Almighty God our heavenly Father we have sinned against 

you and against our neighbour in thought word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, through our own 

deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us, forgive 

us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness 

of life to the glory of your name. Amen 

May almighty God, who sent his son into the world to save sinners, bring us his pardon and peace, 

now and forever. Amen 

KYRIE ELEISON 

Lord have mercy – Lord have mercy 

Christ have mercy – Christ have mercy 

Lord have mercy – Christ have mercy 

THE COLLECT 

God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: give 

us courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

 

 



THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 

ISAIAH 64 1-4, 8-11 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour, and 
the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead 
of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They 
will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. They shall build 
up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined 
cities, the devastations of many generations. 

For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be 
known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 
acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in 
the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with 
a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its 
shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God 

THE NEW TESTAMENT READING 

THESSALONIANS 5, 16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the 
Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold 
fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 
and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John – Glory to you O Lord 

JOHN 1 1-6, 19-28. 

  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny 

it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He 
said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord” ’,as the prophet 
Isaiah said. 



Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you 
are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 
baptizing. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord – Praise to you O Christ 

REFLECTION 

In today’s readings, everything comes together in hope and light and in turn, that gives us peace. 
The advent candle helps us concentrate the symbol of Jesus as the light of the world, he showed 
us how to understand God and most importantly about forgiveness and love. In the Old Testament 
reading Isaiah is ecstatic about God’s work and how he will reward and save us, listening to him 
must have been extremely uplifting, he is so passionate about doing right by God, that he gives 
hope and peace for the world. 

Paul in his letter is also rejoicing in the word of Jesus, it is such a happy outpouring of faith that it 
gives joy and you can almost hear him shouting out the message and laughing with joy as he does 
it. 

The Gospel gets back to the theme of advent in that John was preparing the way for Jesus, not by 
his birth but by him revealing himself to the world and opening himself up to baptism. What faith 
John had, he had endured years of living in the desert and was so focussed on preparing the way, 
by teaching to people who would listen to him and baptising them with water. He was keen to not 
build up recognition in himself but to tell them that Jesus was to come and baptise them with a 
fiery spirit. The previous weeks have been focused on preparation and confession and getting 
ready for this great occasion and this week, we are reminded of joy, hope and the peace and 
happiness it can bring. 

It truly starts to bring out the Christmas spirit and we feel the need and urge to do more and help 
others. We have experienced the power of love through the difficult times this year and the 
fantastic support given to friends, neighbours and people we may not know, through charity work 
or donations. It shows that there is hope all around us. 

In the Christingle service last week Rev Jan asked us to look into the flame of the candle while we 
prayed to remember how important the light was, and help us focus on our faith and knowledge 
that God is always there for us. Try it with your advent candle. I hope it gives you peace, hope and 
love. 

Take care we are still here for you and thinking of those of you that we haven’t seen in a while. 

Jan B. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

During the intercessions, we pray for the church, our country, our government, people in difficulty 
and those who have died. You can use your own prayers or if you prefer here are some on today’s 
theme. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Eternal light shine in our hearts, that our days may be bright with your presence. May we be aware 
of the great things you have done for us and rejoice in your salvation. 

We remember those who walk in darkness and do not know the love of God. We remember those 
who have never heard the Good News. We pray that the whole of your church may reach out in 
mission, in service and in love. We pray especially for our church here at St. Maxentius and of our 
churches in the Turton Moorland Team. We ask your blessing on our clergy and lay ministry teams 
working hard to deliver your message to those who cannot get to church and for our 
congregations, that they may still feel a part of your loving family. Lord in your mercy – Hear our 
prayer 

We remember our world where people are oppressed; where there is hunger and poverty. We ask 
you to strengthen all who work for peace and to relieve the poor. At this time, we pray for charities 
helping people who are lonely and in need. May we do all we can to help. Lord in your mercy – 
Hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for our homes and our loved ones, for the freedom and the peace that is ours, 
may we be sensitive to the needs of those around us and be of help where we can. Lord in your 
mercy – Hear our prayer 

God give strength and courage to all who are ill, to those involved in accidents or acts of violence. 
We remember those who have lost their freedom or their homes. We give thanks for all who work 
in hospitals during this very tough time and for our own Doctors. We give thanks to the scientists 
who have worked so hard to find a vaccine and pray for a speedy return to the world’s health. Lord 
on your mercy – Hear our prayer 

We rejoice that you have freed us from the slavery of sin and death and brought us to the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. We rejoice in the gift of eternal life and pray for friends and loved 
ones departed. 



Rejoicing in the fellowship of St. Maxentius and john the Baptist and all your saints, we commend 
ourselves and the whole of your creation to your unfailing love. Merciful Father – Accept these 
prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

THE BLESSING 

Christ the Son of Righteousness shine upon us and scatter the darkness before your path; and 
may the blessing of God Almighty the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among us and remain 
with us always. Amen 

 
 


