The Baptism of Jesus
10 January 2021

This Sunday in the Christian
calendar is a ‘fast forward’ of 30
years from last Sunday’s
‘Epiphany’! The baptism of Jesus
marks the time when He sets out
on his public ministry. He chooses
to do so at the hands of a man
outside the system: his cousin,
John the Baptist, who will soon be
executed.

The Baptism of Christ: a fresco by the Italian Renaissance painter
Pietro Perugino (c.1482) and located in the Sistine Chapel, Rome.

Jesus is making a statement: that He brings something very different from the religious norm.
Jesus is standing alongside the ordinary people in the desert, not with royalty in the king's
palace. Moreover at the baptism we hear the voice of God, “You are my son, the beloved,
with you I am well-pleased”. (See the Gospel reflection of Peter Reiss on p.5.) Jesus has
chosen well, and God gives Him the Holy Spirit to empower Him for the task ahead. Amen.

PUBLIC WORSHIP is PAUSED: Due to the surge in cases of the Covid-19 virus,
following approval by the members of the Parochial Church Council, we have taken
the unanimous decision to pause worship in our buildings for the time being.
We know that this will be a disappointment for many, but our aim is to keep folk safe.
We will keep you informed of any updates and hope that you will contact us if you need to.
We are pleased to hear that a number of our church family have now had their
second dose of the Covid vaccine; a step closer to coming through this Epidemic...

We would like to wish our very own Walmsley
Parish Team Vicar, Reverend Carol Hayden,
a very Happy Birthday on Saturday 9
January. We know that „lockdown‟ birthdays
are not easy, and that current circumstances
are far from ideal, but we want you to know that
you are very much loved in this Parish, and we
wish you the very best for your special day.
Love and blessings to you from us all x

A Message from our Walmsley Parish Minister, Reverend Carol Hayden, as posted on
Facebook: (Permission to share given – DH)
It has been a tough 12 months and I haven't been for a run since I broke my shoulder whilst
out jogging. Two months after my fall, my husband and best friend Mike died of cancer.
In my wisdom I have entered the race for life in his memory #runfortaff
Cancer is happening right now, which is why I'm taking part in a Race for Life 5k to raise
money and save lives. I don't want anyone to go through what me and my family have been
through this past 18 months. If you would like to sponsor me in memory of my husband, and
do not have access to the internet link, please contact me directly. Thank you. Rev Carol.

Our beautiful East Window at Christ Church is often featured on our social media posts and in
the online weekly services (see below).
Thank you to our Sacristan, Derek Bailey, and his wife, Irene, for ensuring that the altar linens
are always beautifully, accurately and worshipfully set.
And to Anne McCreesh for your attention to detail in washing and ironing all the beautiful
linens, many of which were made by the late Ann Sharples and the late Margaret Ribchester.

Jamie Mackenzie, Local Ministry Officer at Manchester Diocese, sent a „New Year‟
message out to Authorised Lay Ministers, but it is worth sharing for all of us:
As we enter 2021 with another national lockdown I want you all to be assured of my love and
prayers, for you, for your churches, and for all those that you love and care for. These are
challenging times but it is important to remember that we are in this together and that, however
we may feel right now, God IS with us. As St Paul once wrote to the persecuted Christians in
Rome, so I remind you brothers and sisters:
―Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have
trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with
death? No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.

And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not
even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the
earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of
God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.‖
Romans 8: 31-39
So, as we face the coming weeks can I please urge you to continue supporting one another
and drawing on the strength of those around you. Also remember that we are here should any
of you need a chat or require some extra pastoral care. As a number of you have been sharing:
you can‟t care for others if you yourselves are not being cared for.

Jamie Mackenzie also
posted this wonderful
Bible passage on our
ALM Facebook Page.
It is taken from St. Paul‟s
letter to the Romans
Chapter 8 vv.38-39.
I encourage you to read it
and take it to heart.

Our Team Rector, Canon Peter Reiss’s letter this week:
What do we want for our churches?
Little did I know, when I was licensed 16 months ago, what was in store for me or the
parishes! First of all, thank you to all across the parishes in the Team who have made me
welcome and who have supported me in the role.
We are now back in a lock-down (again) – number 3. Local businesses are buckling with
the pressures and uncertainties; local schools are pulling out the stops and more to support
the children with their education; Health Service workers and carers are having to find new
reserves of strength. Most of us have family or neighbours who are struggling in various
ways, and some in our churches have been living with shielding for months, even more
restricted than others.
We have been in and out of our church buildings, unable to sing together as we would
wish, missing the social fellowship which churches offer. Family and church celebrations
have been cancelled or indefinitely postponed, and we have all missed out on life-events
and gatherings.
Some of us have found a deeper faith, and some have found faith hard – the ongoing
gloom and uncertainty causing the candle-flame to splutter. Some already have been living
with long-term difficulties or pain and had found an inner resilience in God, but many of us
are finding the on-going, not-yet-ending nature of this pandemic very wearing...
– Walk with me Lord.
I have been struck by the longer time-lines in the Bible; not everything happens quickly – in
fact most major events are long-waited for. The Hebrews were in Egypt for 400 years
before their release, according to Exodus, and in the wilderness for 40. The Exile in
Babylon was two generations and longer for many.
Jesus was 9 months in the womb, and then 30 years growing up, and the Jews were
waiting for long before that for their Messiah. And then, though the Cross is the sign of
Triumph, and the Resurrection the assurance of our hope, the world for the first Christians
remained uncertain and often dangerous.
We too wait for the return of Jesus, and in that space we learn to live for God. The values
we celebrate in our Communion Service, those of grace, mercy and peace, are values
which actually come to the fore at this time, though they are harder to live out. Grace is
about generosity and an outward-facing joy; mercy is linked to a gentleness, a forgiving
acceptance, a recognition of weakness in others and in self; peace is an inner contentment
and sureness, a rootedness in God and in the knowledge of his promises.
- Grace, mercy and peace be with you.
What do we want for our churches this year? What is our vision for our churches as we
emerge from this pandemic? I hope it is that they are places of grace, mercy and peace,
outward-facing and upward facing and where we can be honest and true to self.
My vision is of wide-open doors and people of all ages coming in and going out. I would like
the churches to be places of joy, but I also want our faith to make a difference across our
communities; while I want more people to come in, we also need to be going out, caring,
helping, making a difference; and I hope we are also people - a community - passionate for
justice and against injustices, and passionate to help heal and mend our battered planet.
Our children and young people will take a lead on this if we let them and encourage them.

And if that is what I want for our churches, then I need to be willing to work for this to
happen and pray for it, but not as a demanding pushy shouting person, but modelling
the grace, mercy and peace we know are God‟s values. God is with us!
– Let us go in peace, to love and serve our Lord, Amen.

A Reflection for after Epiphany: “They returned by a different way...”
The Magi, having given their gifts and worshipped Jesus, left and returned by a different way.
For us, as Christmas ends, we also have to learn to do things in a „different way‟, to keep
going through these strange times.
I suspect that their return journey was very different from their outward journey – on the
outward journey there was a sense of adventure and uncertainty – what would they find?
Would the journey prove pointless? And on the return, did they wonder if they had been
privileged to be part of something special, and / or did they begin to wonder if they had
imagined it and done something ridiculous. And gradually, maybe, as they got further so the
memories might fade, or did they treasure the memories as they had kept safe the gifts on
the outward journey.
We don‟t know what happened to the Magi on their return; but we can check what happens to
us, even as we have to return a different way, live things out differently. I suspect the Magi
supported and encouraged each other – they were not on their own. I hope we can support
and encourage each other on our journeys, and keep an eye out for those who are more
alone.
We, each and together, have a journey to continue – hopefully it is a journey where we can
look back with joy on times of great celebration of faith, as well as travel on - a journey in faith
for what lies ahead. Hopefully we remain forward-looking, and outward-concerned.
Notices with regard to the Epidemic:
Across the Team the PCCs have agreed that Public Worship should be suspended for the
time being. It is not easy to know what is best to do in such uncertain and untested situations,
but we do feel this is the right response for now. We do not know fully how the new variant of
virus is spreading – other than that it spreads much more easily. We will look again at how we
can make and keep our churches safe despite the increased transmission; as soon as we
feel that we have a sufficiently safe process we will look to restore public worship.
We suspect that there will be further developments in the coming weeks and we will make
sure we let people know what is happening. We will also be looking at how we can keep in
touch with those who are isolated; spiritual resources will be shared online and by post.
Please let us know what you think would be helpful or useful.
“Church” is people and we can be active in our faith and our care, even if our buildings
are not able to be open. ~ Peter Reiss
A beautiful image of the visit of the Magi
to the Christ Child (shared by Lesley Smith)
Beautiful words from Bill Braviner in his daily
#MorningPrayer calling for us to be filled with
faith and to show His love to all. Amen.
You have made us citizens of your
kingdom, Lord,
and you call us to live out its values.
Fill us with faith and help us show
your love to all,
as we seek to honour your image in
every person,
guided by the light of Christ,
the Morning Star,
shining in our darkness.

A reflection on this Sunday‟s Gospel reading from our Team Rector, peter Reiss:

The Baptism of Jesus ~ Mark 1: 4-11
Eight days after his birth Jesus is circumcised, as Luke reminds us. This is celebrated on
1 January but tends to get overlooked in the excitement of New Year.
This Sunday we are thirty or so years later, and, as an adult, at the start of his public
ministry, Jesus is baptised by John the Baptiser, who had already begun his public
ministry with this distinctive practice of immersing people in the Jordan River. John the
Baptist is combining two Old Testament themes. In his dress-code he is reminding the
people of Elijah who was said to be the one who would precede the Messiah; and his
practice of baptising people, immersing them in the Jordan, was a re-creating of Joshua
leading the people from the wilderness into the Promised Land - they come out of the
Jordan to claim the land.
According to Deuteronomy and the prophets, the people have lost their land because of
their sin, their failure to follow the ways of God; they were taken into exile, and now they
are ruled by a foreign power. John is saying that the time is now come for the Messiah to
come and for the people to re-claim the Kingdom.
And so Jesus is baptised, not because he has sins to be forgiven, but to show he is not
just part of this movement but is taking on the lead in it (and as Elisha took over from
Elijah).
And in confirmation of this there is a voice from heaven, and the Spirit descends like a
dove. “You are my son, the beloved, with you I am well-pleased” also reminds us of
Old Testament passages, from Isaiah 42 and Psalm 2, but as we follow the story on, we
will also see a link to Genesis 22 and the very difficult story where Abraham is told to
sacrifice his son whom he loves.
What do we learn from this?
First, that our New Testament is founded on the Old Testament, both its main stories and
its language and themes and ideas: To understand who Jesus is requires us to
understand the Old Testament better also.
Second: We are reminded that our faith is a public and political faith. Jesus came to bring
in the Kingdom of God which would challenge the kingdoms of the world, the Romans, the
Herods, the chief priests, etc. His baptism is a public, outdoor event and our faith needs to
be public and outdoors.
Third: We may want to think again about what our baptism meant and means. Was it a
nice event (many years ago), or is it the signing up to following Jesus, living in the way of
God?
Fourth: Although John the Baptist is the culmination of the Old Testament prophets, the
hinge to Jesus as it were, God has not gone silent since: how do we as individuals and as
churches live out and act out God‟s call in today‟s world, always pointing people beyond
us to the one who is “more powerful”.
An interesting episode in the life of Jesus?
...or a reminder to us of God’s call on our lives?

Peter Reiss

WALMSLEY WOMBLES WALKING FELLOWSHIP – by Steve Gregory
It was great to see 28 members of our walking group on our annual Christmas
Walk on Monday 28th December. We had to walk in small groups of no more
than 6 keeping social distance at all times. Setting off from Walmsley Parish
Community Hall at 10.30am, we had a 4-mile walk around local paths and
were pleased to call on Ken Holt, our former leader, for a chat at his back gate.
We were unable to have our usual Christmas Lunch because of Covid Rules, and we had to
make do with mince pies and coffee in the car park. We did have a special treat by way of
some of Mark Head‟s extra special homemade cake, which he makes every Christmas for us.
It was great to see everyone again and we are looking forward to walking regularly as soon
as we are able to do so. It was fortunate for us that the new Tier 4 rules only came in after the
walk. We have some local walks prepared and checked ready for us as soon as we get the
go ahead. With the vaccine on the way we hope it will be sooner rather than later. Thank you
to Mark Head for these photographs:

We were fascinated by Robert‟s amazing techno
acquisition: a drone, which he controlled during the
walk to hover over us taking photos & videos.
The one below was taken as we ended the walk...
Thank you, Robert, and thank you, Steve for such a
great walk. It almost felt normal!!

ORIGAMI ANGELS
I make no apology for again featuring the amazing HOST OF ANGELS at Christ Church
Walmsley
. They have taken pride of place as the backdrop for the Turton Moorland
Team „Covid Choir‟ in both the Team Carol Service and also in the Manchester Diocese „Nine
lessons and Carols‟, when a small group of singers got together to provide a video recording
to put with the sound track, and the beautiful „Greensleeves‟ melody (with the poignant words
written in 1865 by William Chatterton Dix): „What Child is this?‟ was selected to be included.
If you have received your January copy of Here4You, there is a prominent photograph of the
„flight of angels‟, albeit taken before the addition of the colourful paper ones from the children
at Walmsley CE School, as the date the article was needed for publishing was prior to them
having flown in . Huge thanks again to Angie Foster for the inspiration for this project and to
her „Team‟ co-ordinating its installation .

In last Sunday‟s wonderful online service by Peter Reiss for the Turton Moorland Team, the
colourful Walmsley School angels provided a clever „frame‟ for one of the Epiphany
reflections:
‘Great and wonderful God, although we do not have gold to lay at Your crib
We do not have incense to give You as our priest
nor can we anoint Your body with myrrh
Accept our thanks and praise as we join with the Magi
in worshipping You, our King, our Priest, our suffering Saviour.’

MASTERPIECE
by KEN HOLT
Over many weeks, we
have featured the progress
of Ken‟s wonderful artwork
in this newsletter. And
here is the finished item !
“Finally complete. Taken
just about 3 months.
Helped me through the
lockdowns. I can now
start seriously with the
script during this
lockdown and would
welcome any help you
can give me. Thanks for
the encouragement and
support; it has really
given me the drive to
press on during a difficult
period. Thanks - Ken”

I received a lovely e-mail from the
granddaughter of Rhona Wood, with a photo
of her fabulous cake and beautiful flowers.
And this message from Rhona:
“Thank you to all my friends at St. Andrew’s
and Walmsley for all your kindness in helping
me to celebrate my 90th birthday.”

Welcome home, Ruth Dover !!! A message from Ruth to all her friends...
Thank you so much for all the good wishes when I went to Guernsey in September (for 3
weeks !) and for your welcome home four months later. Flights to Manchester were
cancelled but special planes were put on for returning students and they let me get on!
I always love Guernsey and this visit was very special. Life is as normal, except all people
arriving must quarantine for two weeks and the rules are very strict. There have been very
few cases and it has been lovely to be with my family and especially at Christmas.
I have been going to my daughter, Rachel‟s church each Sunday. One of the
churchwardens, Paul, spent the first three years of his secondary school life at Rivington
and Blackrod Grammar School - as it was then - before moving from Bolton. So we had a
lot to talk about!
I met several people who are temporarily living with their families. One of them, Mary,
from Leeds, had a friend, Don, at her Church near Leeds who went to Saint Simon and
Saint Jude‟s Primary School and then Bolton school. It‟s a small world. I am sad that
Walmsley Church has to be closed, but there is no alternative, I‟m afraid.
There is always a telephone, and I have already been in touch with a few of you.
Keep smiling. With Love to all of you, Ruth Dover
We sincerely hope that you are coping in these strange times and that you continue to feel
connected with your church and your community whilst we share our faith, our hope and
our love with you all.
If there is any other way that we can support you, please let us know. The contacts to get in
touch with us are always at the end of this letter and we want to help you if we can.
Please do let us know if you have any news, poems, prayers ...or words to share. Thank you.
We wish you a New Year filled with HOPE and JOY
You are in our thoughts and prayers. Love and blessings,
Reverend Carol Hayden, Iain Stewart - Church Warden
Dawn Hitchen - Church Warden + Authorised Lay Minister for Pastoral Care
Angie Foster – Assistant Church Warden
If you need to speak with a church representative, please contact:
Dawn Hitchen dawn@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 304142.
Angie Foster angie@walmsleyparish.org or
Reverend Carol: revcarol@walmsleyparish.org or 01204 587150. Thank you.
PLEASE REMEMBER: For those who don’t have internet or social media, do
check out the Church of England free phone line: ‘DAILY HOPE’. Friends
continue to tell me that they have enjoyed this resource. Please do use it.

The Church of England free phone: ‘DAILY HOPE’
0800 804 8044 to listen to hymns, reflections and prayers.

