St Maxentius Church – Worship at Home

ST LUKE - SUNDAY 18th OCTOBER 2020
We’re now able to meet in church for worship but for those of you who prefer to wait
or if you’re not able to be with us for whatever reason this outline will help you have
a short time of worship in your home. To prepare, choose a place where you can sit
comfortably and if you have them, gather a few things that will help you create a
sacred space – we suggest a cross, Bible and candle.

INTRODUCTION
Today in church, we will be holding our Annual Parish meeting. This is like the AGM
of a business when shareholders get to hear how their Chief Executive and Board of
Directors have managed the business over the past year. Of course, a church is not
a business but the same duty of accountability is accepted by the clergy and people.
So it’s the time when you can ask questions of the Vicar and PCC and all the
specific officers based on their account of their stewardship over the last 12 months.
Of course, this year it’s different! Instead of meeting in April, we reconvene in
October 6 months after the usual date. We all know why that is and it does give us
an opportunity to talk about how we’ve been looking after the church and carrying
out its mission since March when services stopped and the world came to a
standstill.
Although we have permission to worship in church again we are missing some of
our regulars who have either been shielding throughout or who don’t feel safe
enough to come back. We remember them and hope Worship @ Home at least
gives them a small sense of being with us again.
Doing mission in a pandemic is a challenging business. It’s so appropriate that today
is St Luke’s Day. Although we chiefly remember him as the author of the third
gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, he is traditionally thought to have been a
doctor. As the patron saint of medics of every variety, he’s the right saint for these
days. It gives us an opportunity to give thanks and pray for everyone in healthcare,
whether humble or elite.
Especial prayers today for those in your own families who are in the medical
profession.
Revd Jan

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen
CONFESSION
Lord Jesus, in your love you invite us to be your friends:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, in your joy you choose us to go out and bear fruit:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, in your power you send us to be your faithful witnesses:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, bring us his
pardon and peace, now and forever. Amen
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on
earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ only Son of the Father,
Lord God Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
THE COLLECT
Almighty God, you called Luke the physician, whose praise is in the gospel,
to be an evangelist and physician of the soul:
by the grace of the Spirit and through the wholesome medicine of the gospel,
give your Church the same love and power to heal;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35.3-6
Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
‘Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.’
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert.
This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God.
NEW TESTAMENT READING 2 Timothy 4.5-11
As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an
evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.
As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the
time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there
is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, will give to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all
who have longed for his appearing.
Do your best to come to me soon, for Demas, in love with this present world, has
deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to
Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful
in my ministry. I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak
that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments.
Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will pay him back for his
deeds. You also must beware of him, for he strongly opposed our message.
At my first defence no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be
counted against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it.
So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING Luke 10.1-9
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew Glory to you O
Lord
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent
them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place
where he himself intended to go.
He said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the
labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest
to send out labourers into his harvest. Go on your way.
See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of
wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road.
Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” And if anyone is there
who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to
you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the
labourer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house.
Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you;
cure the sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near
to you.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.
REFLECTION
Today is the feast day of Luke the Evangelist, the named author of the third gospel
and the Acts of the Apostles. As with so many people from the earliest days of our
faith, not much is known about him for certain.
There are intriguing glimpses in the New Testament outside his own volumes. The
letter to the Colossians is the source of his role as a physician, where St Paul sends
greetings from Luke ‘the beloved physician’. He travelled with Paul: the way he
writes certain sections of the Acts of the Apostles is in the first person, talking about
‘we’; the rest of it is in the third person - ‘they’. So we have a clue to which parts of
the journeys of Paul Luke joined him on.
At the end of Paul’s life, he was imprisoned in Rome, at the heart of the Empire. Our
New Testament reading is from a letter he wrote at the time - ‘only Luke is with me.’
Tradition says that Luke was Greek, (or possibly a Greek speaking Jew) from
Antioch in Old Syria. He writes a more elegant Greek than Mark, suggesting he was
more highly educated. Tradition also says he died at a good age (84 is suggested)
in Boetia, an area of Greece. He may have been martyred, hanged from an olive
tree.

He has many responsibilities as a patron saint! He’s the patron of doctors and
surgeons, butchers, artists and students. Each of those could keep him busy.
His gospel is in some ways similar to and in others different from the others. He had
access to Mark and used much of the same material, plus a source that Matthew
used as well. He also includes material that the other two don’t have, possibly from
a collection of stories told by Jesus.
In the way he selects and organising his story, he brings out particular features of
Jesus ministry; his themes are not the same as the other gospel writers. There are
things that are important to him that show in the stories he includes.
He brings out Jesus’ care for the outcasts, those who respectable society counted of
little worth. Think of all those stories where the hero was a Samaritan or a Gentile.
The Good Samaritan, unique to Luke, is the obvious one. But also the story we
heard last week, the 10 Lepers, where it was the Samaritan who came back
showing his gratitude to Jesus.
Tax collectors and sinners are also at the heart of Luke’s Jesus. The Lost Son,
again unique to Luke, is the story of the deep love of God for all those who have
sinned. The story of the Pharisee and the tax collector, each praying in their own
way, one giving thanks that he wasn’t from the dregs of society, like the tax
collector; the other knowing his sin and begging forgiveness from God. Jesus even
eats with Zacchaeus, a tax collector, knowing he has cheated poor folk out of their
hard-earned money. As a result, Zacchaeus repents and vows to pay it back
fourfold.
And again unique among the gospel writers Luke enables the women in Jesus’ story
to play their part. Mary and Elizabeth in the nativity, Anna the prophetess, Mary and
Martha: all are named and their role recognised. He even names the groups of
women who travelled along with the disciples, not just to do all the cooking and
cleaning but to sit at his feet and develop their own discipleship. A radical
acknowledgement.
Some of our best-loved stories of Jesus, or stories he told are only in Luke’s gospel.
We wouldn’t have that aspect of Jesus if he hadn’t written it all down for Theophilus,
to show him how what he had been taught was true. Today let’s give thanks for
Luke, for the stories of the Good Samaritan and the Lost Son and what they teach
us about the loving God who sent Jesus and reaches out to us today.
Revd Jan
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
During the intercessions, we pray for the church, our country, our government,
people in difficulty and those who have died. You can use your own prayers or if you
prefer here are some on today’s theme.

Encouraged by our fellowship with all the saints, let us make our prayers to the
Father through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Father, your Son called men and women to leave the past behind them and to follow
him as his disciples in the way of the cross. Look with mercy upon those whom he
calls today, marks with the cross and makes his disciples within the Church. We
give thanks for Luke, for his great work in his gospel and Acts, for all those who
have come to faith through them.
Pray for all those ordained recently, for their ministry in the parishes of this diocese;
Pray for those in positions of leadership within the church: David and Mark our
bishops, Peter, Team rector and the clergy and people of the Turton Moorland
Team.
Pray for our Annual Parish meeting and all those who will be elected and appointed
to office today. Bless them as they give another year in service to the church.
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Your Son told his disciples not to be afraid and at Easter breathed on them his gift of
peace. Look with mercy upon the world into which he sent them out, and give it that
peace for which it longs.
Pray for the nations of the world; our own nation as it continues to struggle with the
coronavirus; USA as it approaches presidential elections; countries facing the worst
of the climate crisis through fires and floods.

Pray for leadership with integrity and insight, showing the greatest care for the weak
and vulnerable, building coalitions of peace not fanning the flames of hostility.
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Your Son formed around him a company who were no longer servants but friends,
and he called all those who obeyed him his brother and sister and mother. Look with
mercy upon our families and our friends and upon the communities in which we
share.
Pray for our families especially those we haven’t seen for a while, that bonds may
remain strong and love continue despite the current conditions; pray for those most
affected by the economic impact of the pandemic, who have lost or will lose their
jobs and have no resources to sustain them and their family.
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.
Your Son sent out disciples to preach and heal the sick. Look with mercy on all
those who yearn to hear the good news of salvation, and renew among your people
the gifts of healing.
Pray for all in the medical profession, all medical and nurse students in training and
all who manage our health provision; pray that government will maintain funding for
all our needs; protect those in immediate contact with COVID patients.
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.
Your Son promised to those who followed him that they would sit on thrones judging
the twelve tribes of Israel and would share the banquet of the kingdom. According to
your promise, look with mercy on those who have walked with Christ in this life and
now have passed through death.
Pray for our own loved ones who have died; those who have no one to mourn them;
those who die alone.
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Almighty God, Grant that your Church may faithfully hold and make known the faith
that has come to us through the apostles, that with St Luke, St Maxentius and all
your saints we may inherit the glories of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread,

forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen
Lord God, the source of truth and love,
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
united in prayer and in the breaking of bread,
and one in joy and simplicity of heart,
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
May God give to us and to all those we love
his comfort and peace,
his light and his joy,
in this world and the next;
and the blessing of God almighty the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit, be with us now and for ever.
Amen.

