
 St Maxentius Church – Worship at Home  

SUNDAY  

6th DECEMBER 

2020 

We’re allowed to worship in church again so it will be good to see you at 10am. But 

for those who are still keeping to your homes we’ll carry on be producing 

Worship@Home. 

Today you’ll need your Advent wreath or candles, a Christingle, your Bible and cross 

and use this service to focus your hearts and minds on God.  

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

We’ve an extravagance of candles today! We light the second candle of our Advent 

wreath – for those of you at home we’ll be streaming live as I light the candle in 

church. Join in the words as I say them. It will be a way of connecting our two 

congregations.  

Our Wednesday Worship also starts up again on 9 December and the children and 

their families will be lighting their own Christingles.   

Our Advent devotions take four themes out of the Bible passages set. The four 

Sundays of Advent build up to the final, best theme of love for Christmas Day. 

Today we light the second candle, and the theme is HOPE. Here is the reflection 

from our Advent Devotions.  

When things are bad hope is what keeps us going: hope that the bad times will 

soon be over; hope that better things are to come; hope that our perseverance will 

be its own reward.  Emily Dickinson wrote that ‘Hope is the thing with feathers that 

perches in the soul’, that sings through the stormiest times.   

Our ancestors in faith hoped for a time when God’s rule of love would cover the 

earth. We believe that time began with the birth of Christ.  

 

Today we light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath. 

The first candle is FAITH, the second candle is HOPE 

Light the first and second candles 
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Scripture Isaiah 40.3-5 

A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in 

the desert a highway for our God.  

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 

ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  

Prayer 

Gracious God, as we see a world of suffering and despair,  

give us the courage to hope.  

Give us grace to see your plans of redemption for our lives,  

for our community, and for the world.   

Through Jesus Christ, the source of our redemption and hope. 

Amen.”  

The rest of our service take the theme of Jesus the light of the world and 
focuses on the Christingle as a sign of that light.  
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
In a dark and disfigured world we have not held out the light of life 
Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy. 
 

In a hungry and despairing world, we have failed to share our bread 
Christ, have mercy Christ, have mercy. 
 

In a cold and loveless world, we have kept the love of God to ourselves 
Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy. 
 

May almighty God, who sent his son into the world to save sinners,  

bring us his pardon and peace, now and forever. Amen 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father,  

Lord God Lamb of God,  

you take away the sins of the world have mercy upon us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father receive our prayer.  

For you alone are Holy One,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. Amen 



 

THE COLLECT 

Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour 

we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God. Amen 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING ISAIAH 40.1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all 

her sins.  

A voice cries out: 

‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  

 

A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 

All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  

The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

surely the people are grass.  

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.  

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’  

 

See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  

He will feed his flock like a shepherd;  

he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  

This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God                  

 

 

 



 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 2 Peter 3.8-15 

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about 

his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to 

perish, but all to come to repentance. But the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then 

the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 

and the elements will be dissolved with fire, 

and the earth and everything that is done on 

it will be disclosed.  

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of people ought you 

to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the 

coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 

dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, 

we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.  

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him 

at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given to him,  

This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God 

GOSPEL READING Mark 1.1-8 

Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark  

Glory to you O Lord 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  

who will prepare your way;  

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”   

 

John the baptiser appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 

Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  



 

Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 

ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I 

have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’  

REFLECTION  

There’s a lot in our service today. Our worship is always a combination of things 
said or sung and things done. Worship at home misses out the most important thing 
we do, which is to bless bread and wine and receive it according to Jesus’s 

command. But there are other actions to carry out today.  

We’ve already lit our Advent candle and shortly we’ll light the Christingles. The 
symbolism of light is one of the more obvious signs. We all experience what it’s like 

to be in the dark. Physically we find it hard to do anything in the dark. We feel 
disoriented and don’t like it! That’s also the case when we feel mentally or 
emotionally in the dark, when things are going on and we don’t know what’s 
happening. We feel excluded and don’t like it!  

Existentially we can feel in the dark too. Life throws up some big questions and 
faces us with big decisions. There isn’t always a clear way to go. The big questions 
don’t have easy answers.  

All religions offer pointers to those big issues and questions. Our faith gives us 
Jesus to show us the way. That’s why the Light of the world is such a potent symbol. 
In all our darkness and confusion Jesus shows us the way. Recognising him as the 
incarnation of the loving God we believe in and following him gives us something to 

hold onto in a world full of challenges.  

For young people in trouble the Children’s Society offers hope through its 

programmes. Its original name was The Church of England Children’s Society, and 
it has strong links to our church. Christingle services are more than just a cute 
tradition: they’re a way of learning more about the Children’s Society and 
contributing to their continued ability to do what they do.  

Light your Christingle after the prayers and remember the work of the 
Children’s Society.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Lord Jesus, bringer of light to this world, we pray that your light will shine in us and 
that as a community we may reflect your light.  
 
Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

 
Lord Jesus, bringer of light to the vulnerable, 
we pray for those in need of your care and compassion. 
Shine your light on those who feel they are living in darkness. 
May we bring strength to the weary, joy to the downhearted and peace to those who 
are restless. 

 
Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer  
 
Lord Jesus, bringer of light to children and young people, 
we pray for young people who are in dark situations. 
Shine your light on those who feel hopeless, afraid and without hope, that they may 
have a brighter future. 

May we look to your example, not excluding anyone because of age, but accepting 
all those we meet. 
 
Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, bringer of light to the helpers, 

we pray for those who support young people. 
Shine your light on teachers and carers in our community: may they know your 
blessing upon them.  
We pray for the work of The Children’s Society, and all those who support their work 
with vulnerable young people. 
 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer  
 
Lord Jesus, bringer of light to the suffering, 
we pray for all those caught up in sickness and disease, in mental illness or despair. 
Shine your light on those in hospital or ill at home, especially those suffering from 
the coronavirus.  
May we and those who love them, bring comfort and strength in their time of trouble.  

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

Lord Jesus bringer of eternal light, we pray for all those who have died. We pray for 
all those we love but see no longer. Bring us with them, St Maxentius and all your 
saints to the glory of your heavenly home.  

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 



 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Light your Christingle 

 

Lord Jesus, Light of the world,  
I hold this Christingle as a sign of your love. 
May we share your light in the darkness 
 

The candle, planted deep within the world, as a sign  
that you made your home among us, 
and lived with the poor and neglected.  
May we share your light in the darkness 
 
The ribbon, wrapped around the earth,   

a sign of your love shown on the cross, 
enfolding the whole world with your saving love.   
May we share your light in the darkness 
 
The fruits and sweets, signs of all the good things you have made,  
given to us that we might share them fairly so everyone can have 
enough. 

May we share your light in the darkness 
 
Lord Jesus, Light of the World, as we hold our Christingles 
and think about your great love for us, 
help us to take this light out into the world and to share your love 
with others, 

especially those who need it most. Amen 
 

If you wish to donate to the Children’s Society, go online at  

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/#make-a-donation 



 

 

With love and compassion, come, Lord Jesus. 

With judgement and mercy, come, Lord Jesus. 

In power and glory, come, Lord Jesus. 

In wisdom and truth, come, Lord Jesus. 

THE BLESSING 

We go in peace to share the peace of God with all we meet. 
We go in love to share God’s gift of love with the world. 

We go in the light of Christ to shine as lights in the world.  
To the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

 

 


