
                           

 
  Third Sunday of Epiphany                                                               
        24 January 2021 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The online Team Service last Sunday 
included a beautiful, personal and powerful 
reflection from our own Reverend Carol 
Hayden on her favourite Psalm 139 with 

the very well-known line: “For I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made...” 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Talking to Reverend Carol about her reflection, 
she feels that what is most striking for her about 
this psalm is that the psalmist has wrestled with 
their faith and knew that they were known 
intimately by God ...and that they were beautiful. 
And, for a short moment in time, they were able 
to remove their „masks‟ and be with somebody 
who loved them, unconditionally. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Christian Stewardship Envelope Scheme 2021/22  
-  a message from David Spencer, our envelope stewardship secretary  
 

When I was sorting out the new boxes of envelopes at the beginning of last year and working 
out how to distribute them, I never expected to be having the same problem this year, but 
here we are again. Most people in the scheme got their boxes, some were able to use them 
but others weren't and several responded to Dawn's appeal to switch to Standing Order. 
 

Due to Covid restrictions, the firm who supplies the boxes needs more time to produce them 
by our start date of the beginning of April, so I need to finalise numbers fairly quickly, i.e. by 
the end of January. When we can start using them is another matter. 
 

Please can you consider changing to payment by standing order and let me know, if 
you so decide, so that I don't order a box for you. You will still have to arrange the 
switchover by following the procedure set out below. 
 

Please can you also let me know if you no longer require a box of envelopes, again, so 
that I don't order more than are needed. Please contact David Spencer on 01204 307897  

 

PUBLIC WORSHIP is STILL PAUSED: Our church buildings remain closed for Public 
Worship but we hope our church family feels connected and supported and able to support 
others. We continue to monitor the situation. We hope we can gather to worship soon, but we 
also know that when that will be is still over the horizon. Please do keep your church council, 
the clergy and each other in your prayers, and let us know what we could do that might help. 

A message from Reverend Carol following her birthday two weeks ago: 
 

“Thank you everybody for your cards, gifts and good wishes for my birthday.  
It was a birthday I was dreading, being the first one without Mike after  
so many years and yet, you made me feel loved and that I belonged.  
And it set me up for a really nice day.” 
 



We wish a very Happy Birthday to Jennie Webster for today 
(22 Jan) and for Brian Porter tomorrow (23 Jan). 
Love and blessings to you on your special day  xx 
 

Although our Church Services are currently paused, we include here the list from our Parish 
for those in our prayers:     If you know of others to be included, please contact me. DH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

   Prayers of Intercession 

Hear us dear Lord, as we pray for the sick, the suffering, and those in need. Comfort 
and heal all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. Our prayers and thoughts at 
this time are especially for: 
 

Yvonne Ashmore; Charles Hill; Chris Maden; John Paton;           

                                                  ...and any others known to us. 
 

For our community: Staff and workers of Fortalice and Urban Outreach; 

We also pray for the departed:  
 

Joyce Richardson, whose funeral will take place in Christ Church Walmsley on 
Tuesday 26 January. 
 

Evelyn Kennedy, whose funeral will take place in Wales, where she had re-located. 
 

 

We remember too those who mourn, that you may provide comfort and help in their 
loss and sustain them through their grief. 

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ; according to 
your promises, grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom. 
 
 

Philip Ledwards; Mary Dickinson; Dorothy Makin; Mollie Woods;  

Herbert Knowles; Della Lynn Burton;
 

You are the Alpha and the Omega; may we one day rejoice with you in heaven.  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints, we commend ourselves and all the 
human family to your unfailing love. Amen. 

 

With the 
wonderful 

backdrop of 
scenes from 

our local 
area, the 
prayer of 

confession 
printed here 
is taken from 
the weekly 

online Team 
Service. 

 
Amen. 



A reflection on this Sunday‟s Gospel reading from our Team Rector, Peter Reiss:  

  

Our Team Rector, Canon Peter Reiss’s letter this week:  

 A week of constant rain, with the reservoirs full to overflowing, and worries about flooding 
downstream.  

A week where it was feared violence might again overspill in Washington, but thankfully, so 
far, a peaceful transition to a new President 

A week in which more and more businesses have found the Brexit bureaucracy is not 
seamless nor frictionless but deeply damaging to their exports. Is this also a winter-storm 
and a bumpy transition or something more long-lasting. 

A week in which numbers receiving their vaccination in our country go up and up, but so do 
the numbers who are dying from Covid. 

Jesus called on people to read the signs of the times, and to be immersed in the “Law”, 
what it says in the Scriptures. It is not easy to do both – too much signs of the times and we 
remove God from the world, but too much Scriptures without embedding them removes the 
world from God. 

A few hundred years ago, it seems, most people had a belief in the numinous, in the divine, 
in the spirit-world, and into that many had a Christian focus. God was and is ever-present in 
this world, and our sin has led to judgement, our disobedience to wrong choices and the 
consequences of those. Today, many have written the divine out of their way of thinking, 
certainly any sort of personal God. People may explore a „spirituality‟ whatever that is, but it 
is normally centred on self and self-awareness and self-improvement, all of which are 
good, but without an external focus on God are lacking a crucial element, like scissors with 
only one blade (and the same can be said for those whose faith in God does not impact 
their lives and is not impacted by what is happening in life. 

In our thinking about mission and what the Church is there for we work with a dynamic trio: 

We face-up which is to say we acknowledge God in our lives and in                                                             
our world, we respond with prayer and worship and action 

We look within at ourselves as individuals, and at ourselves as Church,                                                    
seeking an integrity and a confident humility; we give time in silence                                                                        
for reflection, we use our brains to make sense of what is happening 

We face outwards, concerned for others and the world, wanting to                                                                      
make a difference, helping people who are struggling, standing up for                                                                           
what is just and right, and against what is wrong, concerned for the planet                                                    
God has given us. 

As we reflect on the events of this week, in our own lives, in the lives of our community, 
nation and world this should be a dynamic movement, where we seek God‟s voice and call, 
where we read the signs of the times with integrity while open to the ideas of others.                      
A confident humility has a confidence in what is right (so it is not swayed by whatever 
anyone says), but open to be corrected and to acknowledge that things are often more 
complex than the headlines say. And these two are inadequate if we do not then look to 
make a difference for good. 

It is easy in the gloom and with the lack of boundary markers, our old daily routine, our 
weekly routines, to lose a sense of direction and to feel lost, becalmed or maybe even 
caught in an endless storm, going nowhere. Keeping the three foci and the dynamic 
between them to heart can help us relocate ourselves with God, in ourself and for others, 
whatever the situation. 

May we know the guiding hand of God this coming week. 

Peter Reiss 



In last week‟s Team service, there was a wonderful hymn, to the tune of „Lord for the years‟, 
but with different lyrics penned by our own Team Rector, Peter Reiss. I have permission to 
share these wonderful words ...ENJOY!!  (Backdrops included from screenshots of the service )  
 

Walk with me Lord, and may I know your presence, 
Be with me Lord, in all I have to do: 
Walk with me Lord, and guide me on the journey, 
Walk with me Lord, and may I walk with you. 
 
Walk with me Lord, in times of joy and laughter, 
When life is good and I enjoy the day: 
Thankful for blessings, mindful of your mercies, 
Walk with me Lord and teach me how to pray. 
 
Walk with me Lord, in times of pain and sorrow, 
When life is dark, and I can’t find the way. 
Walk close to me and catch me for I stumble, 
Walk with me Lord and teach me how to pray. 
 
Walk with me Lord, and help me walk with others, 
Family and friends and those along the way; 
Lovely and loveless, each one bears your image, 
They walk with me and teach me how to pray. 
 
Walk with us Lord, and change us through the journey, 
Make us your people; hearts and minds renewed. 
Stay with us, Lord, may we declare your glory, 
Walk with us Lord, and may we walk with you. 
 
  A powerful message from Bill Braviner featured in 
the run up to the US Presidential Inauguration, 
echoing a recent Gospel reflection by Peter Reiss:   
 

We lead not by the example of our 
power, but by the power of our example...” 
 

May our example be full of God’s love, light 
and life. 

   
 

This was shared from the Northumbria 
Community:  
'Sometimes our worship is not so 
much an expression that comes 
from a blazing white hot furnace of 
faith, but is rather that of lighting a 
tiny candle in the midst of the 
darkness. It is not always the song 
of those who know, but often the 
chorus of those who have no clue 
but trust nevertheless' 
['Faith in The Fog' by Jeff Lucas P141] 
 

So don't beat yourself up if you're 
holding a tiny candle at the moment:  
 

NO darkness can extinguish  

THE light✝ 

 



The theme of „GRACE‟ has been 
visited several times in this week‟s 
„Walmsley Parish News‟ and also in the 
prayer leaflet (see particularly the 
prayer from our own John Evans, 
Authorised Lay Minister for Worship in 
this Parish). This article was posted on 
the ALM Facebook Page by Eunice 
Hawkins who is herself an ALM: 

“Grace is one of the most majestic 
words in theology. It suggests the 
sublime spontaneity of the divine 
which no theory or category could 
ever capture. Grace is the 
permanent climate of divine 
kindness. It suggests a compassion 
and understanding for all the 
ambivalent and contradictory 
dimensions of the human 
experience and pain. This climate of 
kindness nurtures the sore 
landscape of the human heart and 
urges torn ground to heal and 
become fecund. Grace is the 
perennial infusion of springtime into 
the winter of bleakness."  
Author, John O'Donohue 
Artist, Itsuko Azuma 

 

We send our prayers and very best wishes to the 
new candidates who have just begun their 
training for Authorised Lay Ministry across the 
Diocese. In this Parish, we offer our 
encouragement to Angie Foster, Assistant 
Church Warden at Christ Church Walmsley, who 
organised the amazing paper angel display 
there. Angie is training for the elective: Prayer 
and Spirituality. 
 

This year‟s course is being run very differently 
due to the pandemic, and all sessions are 
conducted online by ZOOM. 
 

The beautiful Bible verse image to the right was 
recently posted by Jamie Mackenzie, who is the 
Local Ministry Officer for Manchester Diocese 
and who organises and oversees the course 
leading to Authorised Lay Ministry: 

 

And please 
also bear this 
in mind when 
things get 
tough: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOW ARE YOU ALL..? It is always good to hear from you, to share stories of how you 
are coping ...or to cheer each other up when we’re feeling a little bit low. 
 

Kath Grieve has shared these two items from things she has enjoyed and saved... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kath G and I also talked about this 
particular piece of advice, which fold 
often find comforting when they find they 
have too much to worry about ...but feel 
helpless to do anything. Please choose 
wisely ...and try not to too worry 
needlessly. And remember: it is said  
„A worry shared is a worry halved‟!!  
 

If there is any other way that we can 
support you, please let us know. The 
contacts to get in touch with us are 
always at the end of this letter and we 
want to help you if we can.  

 

Please do let us know if you have any 
news, poems, prayers ...or words to 
share. Thank you.  

 

We wish you FAITH, HOPE, 

PEACE, JOY and LOVE.   
 

Love and blessings, 
   Reverend Carol Hayden,  
   Iain Stewart - Church Warden  
   Dawn Hitchen - Church Warden  
      + Authorised Lay Minister for  
               Pastoral Care                                     
   Angie Foster – Assistant Church Warden    

 

If you need to speak with a church representative, please contact:  
Dawn Hitchen dawn@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 304142.  

Angie Foster angie@walmsleyparish.org  or 
Reverend Carol: revcarol@walmsleyparish.org or 01204 587150. Thank you. 

               

PLEASE REMEMBER: For those who don’t have internet or social media, do 

check out the Church of England free phone line: ‘DAILY HOPE’. Friends 
continue to tell me that they have enjoyed this resource. Please do use it.  

The Church of England free phone:  ‘DAILY HOPE’  
0800 804 8044 to listen to hymns, reflections and prayers.  

A prayer from Bill Braviner, with a different #MorningPrayer posted on Twitter each day:  
 

Infuse our minds with Your wisdom and love that our lives may show You to others. Amen 
 

As you give us life in you, Lord, infuse our minds with your wisdom and love,  
that we begin to think your thoughts, to see with your vision,  
to understand in your ways;  
give us Christ-like hearts, guided always by your Spirit,  
that our lives may show you to others. 

 

Caring is allowing 
other people to 

care for you. 

 

Make some moments for yourself each day: some hour, some 
minutes you can call your own. Free your mind of worries, daily 
cares; set your heart at ease, to be alone, and you will find yourself 
refreshed, renewed and revitalised.              Karen René. 

. 
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